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Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel and Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, testify before the Senate Armed Services Committee on the threat 
of the Isiamic State, on Capitoi Hill, in Washington, Sept. 16, 2014. Dempsey told Congress Tuesday he would recommend deploying limited special operations of 
U.S. forces to combat Islamic extremists if airstrikes were not successful. (New York Times) 


DAVID ESPO 
DONNA CASSATA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

American ground troops 
may be needed to battle 
Islamic State forces in the 
Middle East if President 
Barack Obama's current 
strategy fails, the top U.S. 
military officer said Tuesday 
as Congress plunged into 
an election-year debate of 
Obama’s plan to expand 
airstrikes and train Syrian 
rebels. 

“To be clear, if we reach 


the point where I believe 
our advisers should ac¬ 
company Iraqi troops on 
attacks against specific ISIL 
targets, I will recommend 
that to the president,” Army 
Gen. Martin Dempsey de¬ 
clared in testimony to the 
Senate Armed Services 
Committee, referring to the 
militants by an alternative 
name. 

Pressed later by Sen. Carl 
Levin, a Democrat and 
the panel's chairman, 
the four-star general said 
if Obama's current ap¬ 


proach isn’t enough to pre¬ 
vail, he might “go back to 
the president and make a 
recommendation that may 
include the use of ground 
forces.” Obama has main¬ 
tained repeatedly that 
American forces will not 
have a renewed ground 
combat mission in Iraq in 
this new phase of a long 
war against terrorists. 
Tuesday's remarks by the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff drew a prompt, 
polite rebuttal from the 
White House. Obama “will 


not deploy ground troops 
in a combat role into Iraq 
or Syria,” said spokesman 
Josh Earnest. 

Dempsey’s testimony un¬ 
derscored the dilemma 
confronting many lawmak¬ 
ers as the House moves 
through its own debate 
on authorizing the Pen¬ 
tagon to implement the 
policy Obama announced 
last week. In Iraq on Tues¬ 
day, the U.S. continued its 
expanded military cam¬ 
paign, carrying out two air¬ 
strikes northwest of Irbil and 


three southwest of Bagh¬ 
dad. French warplanes fly¬ 
ing from the United Arab 
Emirates began reconnais¬ 
sance missions over the 
country. 

Democrats in Washington 
spoke of a fear that the 
United State might inevita¬ 
bly become dragged into 
yet another ground war on 
the heels of Afghanistan 
and Iraq. 


Continued on page 3 
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Mexico airlifts tourists after Hurricane Odile 


ALBA MORA ROCA 
Associated Press 
CABO SAN LUCAS, Mexico 
(AP) — The Mexican gov¬ 
ernment began airlifting 
the first of thousands of 
stranded tourists out of the 
hurricone-rovoged resort 
area of Los Cobos on Tues¬ 
day, os residents picked 
up the pieces of shattered, 
flooded homes. 

The Interior Ministry said 
military and commer¬ 
cial planes were carrying 
travelers out through the 
Los Cabos international 
airport, which remained 
closed to commercial 
flights due to damage 
suffered when Hurricane 
Odile tore through the area 
late Sunday and Monday. 
Travelers were being flown 
free of charge to airports 
in Tijuana, Mazatlan, Gua¬ 
dalajara and Mexico City 
to catch connecting flights 
and, in the case of foreign¬ 
ers, receive consular assis¬ 
tance. 

Fatai Oshi-Ojuri, a tourist 
from Oakland, California, 
was spending a long week¬ 
end in Mexico to celebrate 
his 30th birthday when Hur¬ 
ricane Odile roared on¬ 
shore. 

“It’s been an interesting ex¬ 
perience to say the least,” 
Oshi-Ojuri said by phone 
from Mazatlan, where he 
was waiting for an Alaska 
Airlines flight to Los Ange¬ 
les. 

On Tuesday he was one of 
the first to get out on a Fed¬ 
eral Police jet. He said the 
airport in Baja was a mess: 
roof panels and electrical 
wiring down, signs and win¬ 
dows shattered, and full of 
water. 

“That was like a scene from 
‘The Walking Dead,'” Oshi- 
Ojuri said. 

Thousands in the state 
of Baja California Sur re¬ 
mained without electricity, 
water or phone service. A 
boat was on its way with 
humanitarian aid, and au¬ 
thorities were working to 
restore utilities. 

President Enrique Pena Ni¬ 
eto was scheduled to tour 
the area later, after presid¬ 
ing over an independence 
day military parade in the 
capital. 

Downgraded to a tropi¬ 


cal storm, Odile continued 
to soak parts of the Baja 
California Peninsula, and 
forecasters said it was still 
capable of unleashing 
dangerous flash floods and 
mudslides. 

In Los Cabos, Enrique Cota 


PAUL WISEMAN 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP)— Amer¬ 
icans, Japanese and many 
Europeans aren't sold on 
the benefits of trade. They 
doubt that global econom¬ 
ic ties create jobs or raise 
wages, an international sur¬ 
vey conducted by the Pew 
Research Center shows. 

But people China and oth¬ 
er low- and middle-income 
countries are far more con¬ 
vinced that trade delivers 
jobs and higher wages. 
Pew said Tuesday in releas¬ 
ing the results of its survey of 
48,643 people in 44 coun¬ 
tries. The center found that 
50 percent of Americans 
say trade destroys jobs, 
while just 20 percent say it 
creates them. Only Italians 
— 59 percent of whom see 
trade as a job killer— have 
a more negative view. The 


wept as he stood in murky, 
ankle-deep water and sur¬ 
veyed the destruction at his 
home. On the kitchen wall, 
a muddy mark nearly waist- 
high showed how deep the 
floodwaters got. 

“We’ll have to start over. 


French and Japanese are 
also far more likely to view 
trade as a job destroyer 
than as a job creator. 
Similarly, Americans are far 
more likely (45 percent to 
17 percent) to say trade 
reduces wages, instead of 
raising them. The French, 
Italians, Japanese and 
Greeks agree. 

In China, 67 percent say 
trade creates jobs, and 61 
percent say it raises wages. 
People in most emerging- 
market countries, from Viet¬ 
nam to Tunisia, share that 
positive view of trade. 
China's support for trade 
isn’t surprising considering 
that “wages in China have 
been growing 10 percent 
per year on average for a 
decade while exports have 
been growing by 15 per¬ 
cent per year,” said Bruce 
Stokes, director of Pew’s 


little by little,” Cota said, 
“because the stove, the 
refrigerator, the television, 
the kid’s computer — it’s all 
ruined.” 

He rode out Odile’s landfall 
in a shelter with firefighters, 
and said he hadn’t slept for 


studies of global economic 
attitudes. 

The United States, by con¬ 
trast, has lost millions of 
manufacturing jobs over 
the past two decades and 
has endured “stagnating 
and declining wages for a 
generation,” Stokes said. 
Indeed, an academic re¬ 
port published last month 
by the National Bureau of 
Economic Research found 
that trade competition with 
China had cost the United 
States more than 2 million 
jobs from 1999 to 2011. 
Americans’ skeptical view 
of globalization “makes 
all the sense in the world,” 
Stokes said. 

Around the world, people 
also have ambivalent feel¬ 
ings about foreign invest¬ 
ment: They tend to support 
foreign companies building 
factories in their countries. 


two days. 

Homes, stores and resorts 
along Los Cabos’ famed 
hotel row all suffered se¬ 
vere damage, with room 
windows shattered, fa¬ 
cades crumbled and lob¬ 
bies full of debris. □ 


but they are far less enthu¬ 
siastic about foreign com¬ 
panies buying local firms: 
67 percent of Americans, 
76 percent of Japanese, 79 
percent of Germans and 
50 percent of Chinese take 
a dim view of foreigners 
buying local companies. 
The doubts about trade 
in advanced economies 
could make it harder for 
the United States to negoti¬ 
ate ambitious trade agree¬ 
ments in Asia and Europe, 
Pew said. 

The U.S. government, argu¬ 
ing that expanded trade 
creates jobs and stimulates 
economic growth, is nego¬ 
tiating a major free trade 
agreement with Japan and 
10 other countries in the 
Asia-Pacific region. It is also 
working on another trade 
deal with the 28-country 
Europe Union.Q 



Tourist Carl Hassler from California looks af debris and damaged furnifure af the entrance of the Hilton hotel after it sustained severe 
damage cuased by Hurricane Odile in Los Cabos, Mexico. Hurricane Odile blazed a trail of destruction through Mexico's Baja 
California Peninsula that leveled everything from ramshackle homes to big box stores and luxury hotels, leaving roads and entire 
neighborhoods as disaster zones. 

(AP Photo/Victor R. Caivano) 


Survey finds skepticism about trade’s benefits 
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Top General: US Ground Troops Possible in Iraq 


Continued from Front 


“We must ... ask ourselves 
if we can truly ‘vet’ these 
rebel groups beyond their 
known affiliations, and en¬ 
sure we ore not arming 
the next extremist threat to 
the region and the world,” 
said Rep. Pete Visclosky, o 
Democrat. 

Republicans said they wor¬ 
ried that Obama was re¬ 
sponding tepidly to the 
current threat by terrorists 
who have overrun large 
sections of Iraq and Syria 
and beheaded two Ameri¬ 
can journalists. “If it's im¬ 
portant enough to fight, it’s 
important enough to win,” 
said Rep. Jack Kingston, a 
Republican and one of the 
first lawmakers to address 
the subject in several hours 
of scheduled debate. 

A vote was expected in the 
House on Wednesday, and 
in the Senate within days. 
In the Senate, Republi¬ 
can leader Mitch McCon¬ 
nell announced he would 
support the measure and 
Democratic leader Harry 
Reid predicted bipartisan 
approval. The timetable 
was remarkably rapid by 
congressional standards, 
the result of a strong desire 
by lawmakers in both par¬ 
ties to adjourn quickly and 
return home to campaign 
for re-election in Novem¬ 
ber. 

Only seven weeks before 
voters go to the polls, most 
Republicans had little stom¬ 
ach to oppose Obama on 
o matter of notional secu¬ 
rity, particularly when polls 
suggest he has the support 
of large segments of the 
public. As a result, the like¬ 
lihood was that Congress 
would swing behind his re¬ 
quest, and then return for 
a fuller debate of his war 
strategy in a postelection 
session of Congress. 


“I think there’s a lot more 
that we need to be do¬ 
ing, but there’s no reason 
for us not to do what the 
president asked us to do," 


JESSE J. HOLLAND 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

poverty rate in the United 
States has dropped for the 
first time since 2006, bring¬ 
ing o bit of encouraging 
news about the nation's 
economy os President 
Barack Obomo and Con¬ 
gress gear up for the No¬ 
vember elections. 

The U.S. Census Bureau, in 
its annual look at poverty in 
the United States, said that 
the poverty rate in 2013 
was 14.5 percent, down 
from 15 percent in 2012. 
The decrease in the pov¬ 
erty rote was attributed to 
the growth in year-round 
employment by 2.8 million 
jobs in the United States, 


said Speaker John Boeh- 
ner, the leader of House 
Republicans. 

The legislation also drew 
support from Sen. Levin, 


government officials said. 
White House officials 
cheered the positive infor¬ 
mation in the census re¬ 
lease. 

“There is reason to believe 
that this progress has con¬ 
tinued into 2014, os the 
labor market has strength¬ 
ened and millions hove 
gained health insurance 
coverage,” said Jason Fur¬ 
man and Betsey Steven¬ 
son, members of the White 
House Council of Econom¬ 
ic Advisers. “At the same 
time, the data also offer 
o clear illustration of the 
large amount of work that 
remains to strengthen the 
middle class in the woke 
of the worst recession since 
the Great Depression.” 


on influential voice among 
Democrats on military mat¬ 
ters. He is retiring, but fellow 
Democrat Jeanne Sho- 
heen, who is in o difficult re- 


The median household 
income for families was 
$65,587 in 2013, and 
$31,178 nonfamily house¬ 
holds, which also was not 
statistically different from 
the 2012 levels. However, 
census officials said that in¬ 
come is 8 percent less than 
it was in 2007, the year be¬ 
fore the United States en¬ 
tered the recession. 

Officials also soy that the 
number of children under 
18 in poverty declined from 
the previous year for the 
first time since 2000. 

The number of children in 
poverty dropped from 21.8 
percent in 2012 to 19.9 per¬ 
cent in 2013, and the num¬ 
ber of children in poverty 
also declined from 16.1 mil- 


election race, said she in¬ 
tended to bock Obama's 
request. Even so, she add¬ 
ed it “would be o mistake” 
for Congress not to debate 
the issue in depth in the fu¬ 
ture. 

Dempsey and Defense 
Secretary Chuck Ho- 
gel fielded questions os 
Obomo met in the Oval 
Office with retired Marine 
Gen. John Allen, who is co¬ 
ordinating international ef¬ 
forts to combat the Islamic 
State militants. 

Sen. John McCain, o Re¬ 
publican, seemed incred¬ 
ulous, saying the United 
States evidently intend¬ 
ed to train Syrian rebels 
without anticipating they 
would be attacked from 
the air by forces loyal to 
President Bashar Assad, 
whom they ore sworn to 
drive from power. 

He asked how U.S. forc¬ 
es would respond in the 
event Assad's air force 
bombed the U.S.-trained 
forces. “We will help them, 
and we will support them,” 
Hogel eventually soid.G 


lion to 14.7 million. 

The official poverty level is 
based on o government 
calculation that includes 
only income before fox de¬ 
ductions. It excludes capi¬ 
tal gains or accumulated 
wealth, such os home own¬ 
ership. As o result, the rote 
takes into account the ef¬ 
fects of some government 
benefits, such os unem¬ 
ployment compensation. It 
does not factor in noncash 
government aid such os fox 
credits and food stamps. 
Officials also said the per¬ 
centage of people without 
health insurance coverage 
for the entire 2013 calen¬ 
dar year was 13.4 percent, 
which equaled 42 million 
people.Q 



Members of the activist group CodePink gather for a Senate Armed Services Committee hear¬ 
ing with Defense Secretary Chuck Hagei and Army Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, the first in a series of high-profiie Capitol Hill hearings that will measure the Presi¬ 
dent's ability to rally congressional support for President Barack Obama’s strategy to combat 
Islamic State extremists in Iraq and Syria, in Washington, Tuesday, Sept. 16, 2014. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 


US poverty rate drops for first time since 2006 
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Obama: Ebola outbreak a threat to global security 



President Barack Obama announces an expanded effort to address the West African Eboia out¬ 
break during a visit to the Centers for Disease Controi and Prevention, in Atianta, Sept. 16, 2014. 
The Department of Defense wiii open a base in Monrovia, Liberia to coordinate internationai ef¬ 
forts, and heip construct additionai Eboia treatment faciiities. 

(Doug Miiis/The New York Times) 
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JIAA KUHNHENN 
Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — President 
Barack Obama cailed the 
Ebala autbreak in West 
Africa a threat ta warld 
security on Tuesday and 
broadiy expanded the U.S. 
response by ordering thou¬ 
sands of troops to the re¬ 
gion aiong with an aggres¬ 
sive effort to train health 
care workers and build 
treatment centers. 

He called on other coun¬ 
tries to quickly supply more 
helpers, supplies and mon¬ 
ey. 

“If the outbreak is not 
stopped now, we could 
be looking at hundreds 
of thousands of people 
affected, with profound 
economic, political and se¬ 
curity implications for all of 
us,” Obama declared after 
briefings at the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre¬ 
vention. 

Obama acted under pres¬ 
sure from regional leaders 
and international aid or¬ 
ganizations who pleaded 
for a heightened U.S. role 
in confronting the deadly 
virus, especially in the hard¬ 
est-hit countries of Liberia, 
Sierra Leone and Guinea. 
At least 2,400 people hove 
died, with Liberia bearing 
the brunt. 

The president described 
people dying in the streets 
and health care systems 
near collapse from this lat¬ 
est outbreak. 

“In West Africa, Ebo¬ 
la is now an epidem¬ 
ic,” Obama said. “It’s spi¬ 
raling out of control, it is 
getting worse.” 

At the some time, he of¬ 
fered assurances that the 
chances of on outbreak 
in the U.S. ore “extremely 
low.” 

The stepped-up U.S. re¬ 
sponse includes sending 
3,000 troops to the region, 
including medics and 
corpsmen for treatment 


and training, engineers to 
help build treatment facili¬ 
ties and logistics specialists 
to assist in patient transpor¬ 
tation. Troops would not 
provide direct care to Eb¬ 
ola patients. White House 
spokesman Josh Earnest 
said. 

A substantial number will 
be stationed at an interme¬ 
diate base in Senegal, with 
others at locations in Libe¬ 
ria, he said. 

Obama also announced 
that Maj. Gen. Darryl Wil¬ 
liams, head of U.S. Army 
Africa, will head a military 
command center based in 
Liberia. 

The announcement came 
the same day the World 
Health Organization 

warned that the number of 
West African Ebola cases 
could begin doubling ev¬ 
ery three weeks and that 
the crisis could end up 
costing nearly $1 billion to 
contain. 

Joanne Liu, president of 
Doctors Without Borders, 
said the global response 
was falling short. “The win¬ 
dow of opportunity to con¬ 
tain this outbreak is clos¬ 
ing,” Liu told a meeting 
Tuesday at the United Na¬ 
tions in Geneva. 

Dr. Margaret Chan, direc¬ 
tor-general of the WHO, 
welcomed Obama’s an¬ 
nouncement, calling the 
U.S. offer “precisely the 
kind of transformational 
change we need to get a 
grip on the outbreak and 
begin to turn it around.” 
Nearly 5,000 people have 
become ill from Ebola in 
Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guin¬ 
ea, Nigeria and Senegal 
since it was first recognized 
in March. WHO says it an¬ 
ticipates the figure could 
rise to more than 20,000. 
Obama described task 
ahead as “daunting” but 
said what gives him hope is 
that “the world knows how 
to fight this disease.”□ 
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Racing wildfire engulfs homes in California town 



Marin County engineer Scott Gamba, from left, firefighters John Ike and Travis Himdmorch check 
for hot spots Tuesday, Sept. 16, 2014, in Weed, Calif., after the Boles Fire tore through the area, 
destroying more than 100 buildings. 

(AP Photo/Greg Barnette) 


to the ground, with only 
chimneys left standing. 
Broken water pipes spurt¬ 
ed over the blackened 
landscape. The remnants 
of the Holy Family Catholic 
Church were still smoking, 
marked by twisted metal 
girders lying on the ground. 
The fast-moving blaze, 
which began Monday, 
was among nearly a dozen 
wildfires burning in Califor¬ 
nia that have been exac¬ 
erbated by the state’s third 
straight year of drought. 
The tinder-dry condi¬ 
tions have sent firefighters 
scrambling from blaze to 
blaze, almost nonstop. 

Fire crews had a handle 
on the 375-acre (150-hect- 
are) fire Tuesday morning 
after it showed little growth 
overnight. It was 20 per¬ 
cent contained. □ 


JEFF BARNARD 

Associated Press 

WEED, California (AP) — 

Fire crews aided by calmer 
winds and aircraft knocked 
down a wildfire Tuesday 
that damaged or de¬ 
stroyed 100 homes and a 
church and forced more 
than 1,000 people to flee a 
small town. 

Two other fires, one near 
Yosemite National Park in 


central California and an¬ 
other east of Sacramen¬ 
to, also led hundreds of 
people to evacuate their 
homes. 

In Weed, as crews put out 
remaining embers, resi¬ 
dents wandered through 
scorched neighborhoods 
covered in pink fire retar¬ 
dant had been dropped 
by firefighting airplanes. 
Some homes were burned 


Ferguson: 

Judge extends grand jury 


JIM SALTER 
Associated Press 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — A judge 
has extended the term of 
the grand jury consider¬ 
ing whether a white subur¬ 
ban St. Louis police officer 
should be charged in the 
shooting death of a black 
18-year-old. 

As expected, the grand 
jury investigation into the 
death of Michael Brown 
in Ferguson has gone past 
the panel's four-month 
term, which was to expire 
on Sept. 10. St. Louis County 
Circuit Judge Carolyn Whit¬ 
tington that day granted 
an extension until January 
— the longest allowed by 
Missouri law. 

The extension does not 
mean the grand jury will 
meet until January but “just 
gives them that window,” 
said St. Louis County Court 


Administrator Paul Fox. He 
noted grand jury is focused 
strictly on the shooting 
death of Brown by Darren 
Wilson and is not consider¬ 
ing any other cases. 
Prosecutor Bob McCulloch 
has said previously that the 
investigation is expected 
to last into mid-October. A 
spokesman for McCullough 
was out of the office this 
week and didn't respond 
to calls from The Associ¬ 
ated Press seeking an up¬ 
date on the status of the 
investigation. 

Brown was fatally shot Aug. 
9 after a confrontation that 
began when Wilson asked 
Brown and a friend to walk 
on the sidewalk instead of 
the street. Police have said 
that Brown and Wilson be¬ 
came involved in a con¬ 
frontation inside Wilson's 
squad car.Q 
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GM to add 750 workers to build small pickup trucks 


TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writer 
DETROIT (AP) — Early de¬ 
mand is so high for General 
Motors’ new small pickup 
trucks that the company is 
hiring more workers to build 
them even before one is 
sold to the public. 

Nearly 100,000 prospec¬ 
tive buyers have gone on¬ 
line to customize a Chev¬ 
rolet Colorado or a GMC 
Canyon pickup and get a 
price. That, and 30,000 ad¬ 
vance orders from dealers, 
is a sign of strong demand, 
GM said Tuesday. 

GM plans to add 750 work¬ 
ers around March to staff 
a third shift at its plant in 
Wentzville, Mo., west of St. 
Louis. The factory already 
employs 2,600 people 
who build the Colorado 
and Canyon as well as 
the Chevrolet Express and 
GMC Savana full-size vans. 
Strong sales would justify 
GM’s gamble on a dimin¬ 
ished part of the market. 

In the 1990s, Americans 
bought more than 1 million 
small pickups every year, 
attracted by their lower 
prices, reasonable gas 
mileage and ability to haul 
light loads. Then the bigger 


pickups, such as the Ford 
F-150, caught up in fuel 
economy. Last year, Amer¬ 
icans bought only 227,000 
small trucks, 14 percent 
fewer than in 2012. Sales 
are down 3 percent more 
so far this year. 


Frontier with older models. 
In reviving the pickups, GM 
is aiming the Colorado at 
outdoorsy buyers on the 
coast, while the Canyon 
targets a more upscale cli¬ 
entele. The company said 
97,000 people have built 


through the process to 
configure and price," said 
Alan Batey, GM’s North 
America president. The 
interest justifies hiring the 
new workers, he added. 
Jesse Toprak, senior ana¬ 
lyst for the Cars.com auto 


business confidence are at 
the highest since the Great 
Recession, and that nor¬ 
mally translates to bigger 
truck sales, he said. 

The smaller trucks have 
wide appeal, Toprak said. 
People in rural areas who 
don’t need to haul heavy 
loads like them, and drivers 
and businesses in big cities 
buy them because of their 
maneuverability and gas 
mileage, he said. 

GM says the Colorado will 
start around $21,000. The 
Canyon will cost more. 
Trucks with a V6 engine 
will get an estimated 26 
miles per gallon on the 
highway. The four-cylinder 
gas mileage hasn’t been 
announced, but it’s ex¬ 
pected to be around 30 
mpg highway. Chevrolet’s 
full-size truck, the Silverado, 
gets up to 24 mpg on the 
highway. The new work¬ 
ers at the Wentzville plant 
should earn around $16 
per hour to start, less than 
the $28 per hour earned 
by longtime factory em¬ 
ployees. GM already has 
added about 1,300 jobs 
and invested $513 million 
at Wentzville to build the 
new trucks. □ 



General Motors employees works on a van assembly line at the company’s plant in Wentzville, 
Mo. Early demand is so high for General Motors’ new small pickup trucks that the company is 
adding 750 workers to staff a third shift at the Wentzville plant to build them even before they’re 


shipped to dealers. 

GM stopped selling the 
Colorado and Canyon in 
2012, and Ford halted sales 
of its Ranger small pickup 
in 2011. Currently the only 
two competitors are the 
Toyota Tacoma and Nissan 


and priced the trucks on a 
GM website. 

That’s far higher than just 
before an average new 
vehicle is launched, and 
“shows pretty good intent 
(to buy) when they go right 


(AP Photo/Jeff Roberson) 

website, said GM has good 
reason to bring on the 
workers. Big pickup sales 
grew 9 percent in August 
and are up 5 percent for 
the year, Toprak said. In¬ 
dexes that measure small- 
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American Airlines agents approve union 


DAVID KOENIG 
AP Airlines Writer 

DALLAS (AP) — Customer-service agents at 
American Airlines voted overwhelmingly for 
union representation, reversing a narrow de¬ 
feat for organized labor less than two years 
ago. 

The results affect about 14,000 employees 
of American and US Airways at airports and 
reservations centers plus home-based reser¬ 
vations agents. 

The airline business is among the most heav¬ 
ily unionized industries in the U.S. economy. 
Pilots, flight attendants and mechanics at 
American and US Airways have long been 
represented by unions, making American’s 
service agents a notable exception — until 
now. 

The National Mediation Board, a federal 
agency that oversees union elections, said 
Tuesday that 86 percent of service agents 
voting favored representation by the Com¬ 
munications Workers of America (CWA) and 
the Teamsters. The CWA lost a previous elec¬ 
tion at American in January 2013 by about 
150 votes, or 51 percent to 49 percent 
CWA President Larry Cohen said labor won 
because, unlike the last election, American’s 
management did not campaign against the 
union. American and US Airways merged in 
December, and the new company is run by 
the former leaders of US Airways, where the 
service agents had been represented by 


unions for more than a decade. 

“When it is left to the employees, they would 
rather be engaged than apathetic,’’ Cohen 
said in an interview. “They would rather have 
a voice.’’ 

American Airlines Group Inc. spokesman 
Paul Flaningan said that the company would 
work to reach new collective bargaining 
agreements covering both American and 
US Airways employees. 

“We have enjoyed a productive relation¬ 
ship with the (CWA-Teamsters) as well as our 
other unions and look forward to continuing 
our work together,’’ he said in a written state¬ 
ment. The mediation board said that 13,962 
workers were eligible to vote. Of those, 9,640 
voted for union representation and 1,547 
voted against it. 

About 9,000 of the eligible employees work 
at American and the rest at US Airways. The 
parent company, the world’s largest airline 
operator, plans to convert all US Airways 
planes and people to the American Airlines 
brand. 

Negotiations on a contract covering the 
agents’ wages and other items are expect¬ 
ed to begin this fall. 

Separately, the mediation board on Tues¬ 
day approved the Allied Pilots Association 
as the union representing pilots at both air¬ 
lines. That group had represented American 
Airlines pilots and was much larger than the 
union at US Airways.Q 
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AFTERNOON CRUISE I l>AILy SUNSET SAIL 
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Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
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Save $10 per couple/per coupon for 
morning cruise Save $5 per couple/ 
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US Financial Front: 


New Jersey ioses 4th 


casino as Trump Piaza cioses 



A worker posts closed signs on the lobby doors at Trump Plaza Hotel & Casino early Tuesday, 
Sept. 16, 2014, in Atlantic City, N.J. The hotel and casino closed its doors early Tuesday, the 
fourth Atlantic City casino to go belly-up so far this year. (AP Photo/Mel Evans) 


WAYNE PARRY 
Associated Press 
ATLANTIC CITY, New Jersey 
(AP) — The supervisor drew 
his finger in a slashing mo¬ 
tion moments otter the final 
hand of blackjack hod been 
dealt at Trump Plaza Hotel & 
Casino. And with that, gam¬ 
bling was done. 

The 30-year-old casino at 
the heart of the Boardwalk 
shut its doors at 6 a.m. Tues¬ 
day, becoming the fourth 
Atlantic City casino to close 
this year. Beset by crushing 
debt, fleeing customers and 
run-down facilities. Trump 
Plaza had been the town’s 
worst-performing casino for 
years. This year, it has won 
about the same amount 
from gamblers that the Bor- 
gata takes in every two 
weeks. And at pennies on 
the dollar, no one wanted 
to buy it. 

Trump Plaza thus became 
the latest victim of casino 
contraction brought on by 
competition in neighbor¬ 
ing states in the saturated 
northeastern U.S. gambling 
market. 

Atlantic City began the 
year with 12 casinos; it now 
has eight. The Atlantic Club, 
Showboat and Revel also 
closed, and the Taj Mahal 
could be next on Nov. 13. 
Yomari Blanco, a house¬ 
keeper at Trump Plaza for 
18 years, plans to file for un¬ 
employment this week, and 
may go back to school. 

“It’s really hitting me,’’ she 
said. “You realize the reality 
that’s coming right at you.’’ 
Theresa Voipe, a cocktail 
server at the Plaza for 26 
years, is looking for a new 
job — along with about 
8,000 others suddenly cut 
loose by Atlantic City’s casi¬ 
nos since January. An unem¬ 


ployment assistance session 
will be held Wednesday at 
Boardwalk Hall. 

“I don’t know if we’re going 
to have a difficult time be¬ 
cause of our age,’’ she said. 
“Someone in their 50s is not 
necessarily what they want. 
Friends have been on inter¬ 
views and they never get 
called back.’’ 

Dealer Ruth Hardrick worked 
at Trump Plaza for 26 of its 30 
years. She, too, is jobless. 
“You think something will 
come along (to save the 
casino),’’ she said. “And it 
didn’t.’’ 

Donald Trump said in a mes¬ 
sage posted to his official 
Twitter account Tuesday 
that he “may buy back in’’ 
to save Trump Plaza and the 
Taj Mahal. 

“I left Atlantic City years 
ago, good timing. Now I 
may buy back in, at much 
lower price, to save Plaza & 
Taj,’’ read the tweet. 

Trump didn’t immediately 
return a call seeking clari¬ 
fication of what he is plan¬ 
ning to do. He owns a 9 per¬ 
cent stake in Trump Enter¬ 
tainment Resorts and went 
to court last month to try to 
get his name removed from 
the properties. 

Trump Plaza had its heyday 
in the ‘80s and early ‘90s. 
Bedazzled with chande¬ 
liers, it hosted many a star- 
studded after-party when 
a big event like a Rolling 
Stones concert or a Mike Ty¬ 
son prize fight was held next 
door at Boardwalk Hall. The 
casino even had a cameo 
in the film “Ocean’s Eleven;’’ 
when George Clooney and 
Brad Pitt recruited actor Ber- 
nie Mac’s character to help 
with a Las Vegas casino 
heist, they plucked him from 
Trump Plaza, where he was 


a dealer. 

Unlike Revel, which opened 
just over two years ago and 
was considered new and 


luxurious before closing, or 
the still-profitable Showboat, 
shuttered by its owner in the 
name of reducing competi¬ 


tion for the remaining casi¬ 
nos in town, the demise of 
Trump Plaza could be seen 
a long way off.Q 
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US tobacco growers brace for tougher competition 


TAMARA LUSH 
MICHAEL FELBERBAUM 
Associated Press 
DANVILLE, Virginia (AP) — 

Starting next month, Amer¬ 
ica’s remaining tobacco 
growers will be totally ex¬ 
posed to the lows of supply 
and demand. 

The very lost buyout 
checks, totaling about 
$916.5 million, go out in 
October to about 425,000 


tobacco farmers and 
landowners. They're the 
lost holdovers from o price- 
support and quota system 
that hod guaranteed mini¬ 
mum prices for most of the 
20th century, sustaining o 
way of life that began 400 
years ago in Virginia, when 
the leaf became the chief 
cosh crop of the James¬ 
town colony. 

Cigarette makers will hove 
paid $10 billion to com¬ 


pensate growers for sur¬ 
rendering their quotas. 
Growers got another $5 
billion from the companies 
os port of their 1998 settle¬ 
ment of state lawsuits over 
smoking-related health 
core costs. 

When the lost checks ore 
cashed, surviving growers 
will be on their own, forced 
to find profits in o tremen¬ 
dously competitive global 


market. But those who re¬ 
main in the business ore 
thriving right now: Many 
ore producing more leaf 
than they hove in years, 
and enjoying higher prices 
os well. 

“I’m not in this for nostal¬ 
gia purposes," said Steven 
Barts, o fourth-generation 
tobacco farmer in Cha¬ 
tham, Virginia. “The day 
we’re not making money 
is the day we’re not doing 


it." 

Nearly 50 percent of some 
kinds of U.S. tobacco is ex¬ 
ported to countries where 
consumption is declining 
less sharply. U.S. shipment 
volumes fell nearly 3 per¬ 
cent to 285 billion ciga¬ 
rettes lost year, while glob¬ 
al volumes fell slightly more 
than 1 percent to more 
than 5.71 trillion cigarettes, 
according to market re¬ 


searcher Euromonitor Inter¬ 
national. 

“Without the export mar¬ 
ket we’d hove o continu¬ 
ally shrinking volume,” Barts 
said. Many growers took 
the money and got out, 
figuring that without guar¬ 
anteed profits, there was 
little point in remaining in o 
dying industry. The number 
of tobacco forms dropped 
from 124,270 in 1992 to 
16,234 during the lost fed¬ 


eral crop census in 2007. 
But the U.S. tobacco crop 
is still worth about $1.5 bil¬ 
lion, the some os o de¬ 
cade ago, and production 
is stable, growing less than 
2 percent over the lost five 
years. “The people who 
con hong on con moke 
o substantial living," said 
Horry Leo, o leaf dealer 
and tobacco warehouse 
owner in Danville, o one¬ 


time industry hub where 
tobacco fortunes in the 
1800s built ornate Victo¬ 
rian mansions on o “Million¬ 
aire’s Row." 

Danville still has o huge R.J. 
Reynolds smokestack in 
the middle of town, but it 
hasn’t been used for years. 
Most of its warehouses ore 
empty, and unemploy¬ 
ment has soared since on- 
ti-smoking lows and health 
campaigns prompted o 


continuing 3 percent to 
4 percent decline in U.S. 
cigarette soles. Only 18 
percent of U.S. adults now 
smoke, down from 42 per¬ 
cent in 1964, when the 
U.S. surgeon general’s his¬ 
toric report linked smoking 
with cancer. While local 
economies suffer across 
America’s tobacco coun¬ 
try, cigarette makers re¬ 
main profitable. They ore 
competing for o dwindling 
market, but getting higher 
prices with lower produc¬ 
tion costs, using newer, 
high-speed manufacturing 
equipment. 

Making o pock of 20 ciga¬ 
rettes costs about 27 cents, 
and they sell for on over¬ 
age of $5.80. Even otter 
taxes, there’s plenty of 
profit to be hod. 
Consolidation also is align¬ 
ing costs with demand. 
Reynolds American Inc. 
promises $800 million in sav¬ 
ings through its proposed 
$25 billion merger with Lo- 
rillord Inc. The deal would 
create o formidable No. 
2 U.S. tobacco company 
behind Altrio Group Inc., 
which owns Philip Morris 
USA, maker of the top-sell¬ 
ing Marlboro brand. 

U.K.’s Imperial Tobacco 
would become No. 3, buy¬ 
ing Lorillord’s Greensboro, 
North Carolina, factory 
and some of the combined 
company’s brands. But 
Reynolds and Altrio would 
form o duopoly, together 
commanding 85 percent 
of the U.S. cigarette mar¬ 
ket. That could leave grow¬ 
ers with fewer outlets to sell 
to, and on anti-trust review 
is pending. 

Virginia tobacco is still 
in demand and maybe 
always will be. Tobac¬ 
co companies prize the 
“bright leaf” grown on Vir¬ 
ginia’s nutrient-rich Old 
Belt, which produces o 
mild, light and aromatic 
taste when smoked. □ 



Farm workers, from left, Carlos Sanchez, Francisco Zuniga, and Alejandro Zuniga, pick tobacco leaves on Chris Haskins’ farm 
In Chatham, Va. Starting next month, America’s remaining tobacco growers will be totally exposed to the laws of supply and 
demand. The very last buyout checks go out in October to about 425,000 tobacco farmers and landowners. They’re the last 
holdovers from a price-support and quota system that had guaranteed minimum prices for most of the 20th century, sustaining a 
way of life that began 400 years ago in Virginia. (AP Photo/Johnny Clark) 
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Ukraine lawmakers ratify landmark deal with Europe 



Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko shows the Ukraine-EU Association Agreement to lawmakers 
after its signing it in pariiament in Kiev, Ukraine Tuesday, Sept. 16, 2014. Ukraine’s pariiament rati¬ 
fied an agreement to deepen economic and political ties with the European Union on Tuesday, 
and passed iegisiation to grant autonomy to the rebeiiious east as part of a peace deai. 

(AP Photo/AAykola Lazarenko) 


LAURA MILLS 

Associated Press 

KIEV, Ukraine (AP) — 

Ukraine moved to resolve 
months ot crisis Tuesday by 
strengthening ties to Eu¬ 
rope and loosening some 
controls over the country’s 
rebellious eastern regions 
where it has been fighting 
Russian-backed separat¬ 
ists. 

The actions by lawmak¬ 
ers began to flesh out the 
emerging picture of a new 
Ukraine, where a deter¬ 
mined pivot toward Eu¬ 
rope has come at great 
cost: concessions to Russia 
and a war with rebels that 
killed more than 3,000 peo¬ 
ple and pushed the West's 
relations with Moscow to 
Cold War-era lows. 

The measure deepening 
the economic and political 
ties with Europe was the is¬ 
sue that sparked the crisis 
last fall, when then-Presi- 
dent Viktor Yanukovych's 
decision to shelve the deal 
in favor of closer ties with 
Russia sparked protests by 
hundreds of thousands. 
Those demonstrations 
eventually drove him from 
power in February and 
led to the annexation of 
Crimea by Moscow and 
the rebellion in the east, 
where a shaky cease-fire 
began Sept. 5. 

The deal lowers trade tar¬ 
iffs between Europe and 
Ukraine, requires Ukrainian 
goods to meet European 
regulatory standards and 
forces the Kiev govern¬ 
ment to undertake major 
political and economic re¬ 
forms. 

After parliament ratified 
the measure, lawmakers 
leapt to their feet to ap¬ 
plaud and sing the Ukraini¬ 
an national anthem. A live 
broadcast of the session 
was beamed to the Euro¬ 
pean parliament. 

President Petro Poroshenko 
called the vote a “first but 


very decisive step" toward 
bringing Ukraine fully into 
the European Union. 

He said the protesters who 
died in clashes with riot po¬ 
lice in Kiev and the govern¬ 
ment troops killed by rebels 
in the east “have died not 
only for their motherland. 
They gave up their lives 
for us to take a dignified 
place among the Europe¬ 
an family." 

“After World War II, not a 
single nation has paid such 
a high price for their right 
to be European," he said. 
“Can you tell me, who 
now after this will be brave 
enough to shut the doors to 
Europe in front of Ukraine?" 
Earlier Tuesday, the parlia¬ 
ment also approved laws 
granting temporary self- 
rule to rebellious, pro-Rus- 
sian regions in the east, as 
well as amnesty for many 
of those involved in the 
fighting. 

The lawmakers took that 
action behind closed 
doors, in stark contrast to 
the patriotic fanfare of 
that vote on the European 
agreement. In his thunder¬ 
ous speech, Poroshenko 
did not mention those two 
measures, which are likely 
to generate far more con¬ 
troversy among Ukrainians. 
One of the laws calls for 
three years of self-rule in 
parts of eastern Ukraine 
and for local elections in 
November. 

It grants concessions that 
were not offered in a 
peace plan that Porosh¬ 
enko put forward three 
months ago when he be¬ 
came president, such as 
local oversight of court 
and prosecutor appoint¬ 
ments and local control of 
police. 

A separate bill calls for am¬ 
nesty for those involved 
in the eastern fighting, al¬ 
though not for persons sus¬ 
pected or charged with 
crimes including murder. 


sabotage, rape, kidnap¬ 
ping and terrorism. The law 
also does not grant am¬ 
nesty to those who have 
tried to kill Ukrainian law 
enforcement officials and 


servicemen — meaning 
that most of the separat¬ 
ists, who have waged war 
for five months on govern¬ 
ment forces, could not be 
eligible. 


The decision to hold a 
closed-door session — an 
anomaly in the Ukrainian 
parliament — underscored 
the political challenges of 
the measures. □ 
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Book now! www.redsaiiaruba.com or by phone: (+297) 586-1603 


Sail along Aruba’s scenic coastline and 
enjoy the sunset followed by a Caribbean 
buffet catered by award-winning chefs. 


Syrian aircraft crashes in city heid by iS group 



Kurdish citizens who iive in Lebanon hoid Arabic piacards that read, “To be Yazidi means iove, 
accord and peace” and “No to killing the Yazidi sect by Daesh” during a demonstration against 
the Islamic State group, in front of the UN building, in downtown Beirut, Lebanon. An activist group 
and a Kurdish official say heavy clashes are taking place in northeastern Syria, with Kurdish fight¬ 
ers capturing about a dozen villages from Islamic militants. Kurdish fighters and members of the 
Islamic State group have been fighting each other for more than a year in northern Syria. 

(AP Photo/Hussein AAalla) 


DIAA MADID 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — A Syrian mili¬ 
tary plane crashed inta the 
de tacta capital ot the Is¬ 
lamic State graup an Tues¬ 
day, killing at least eight 
people, as thousands of 
its residents fled to nearby 
villages in anticipation of 
expected U.S. airstrikes 
against the militants, activ¬ 
ists said 

There were conflicting re¬ 
ports about what caused 
the aircraft to slam into the 
northeastern city of Roqqa. 
The Britain-based Observa¬ 
tory for Human Rights said 
the plane was hit by anti¬ 
aircraft fire, while an activ¬ 
ist based in the city said it 
may have experienced a 
technical failure. 

A militant website pub¬ 
lished pictures of the pur¬ 
ported wreckage of what it 
said was a Syrian warplane 
shot down by the Islamic 
State group in Roqqa. 

In Damascus, Syrian reb¬ 
els emerged from under¬ 
ground sewers to attack 
government troops at 


QASSIM ZAHRA 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraqi 
lawmakers rejected Prime 
Minister Haider al-Abadi's 
nominees Tuesday to lead 
the defense and interior 
ministries, leaving the cru¬ 
cial Cabinet posts unfilled 
as an emerging U.S.-led co¬ 
alition intensifies its air cam¬ 
paign against Islamic State 
extremists who have seized 
a third of the country. 
Control over the two pow¬ 
erful security portfolios has 
long been a source of fen- 
sion among Iraq’s feuding 
polifical factions, and the 
failure to agree on the can¬ 
didates marked the latest in 
a series of delays in forming 


dawn, one of very few such 
infilfrafion affempts fo pass 
the boundaries of the capi¬ 
tal since the conflict erupt¬ 


a unified government that 
can confront the Islamic 
State extremist group. 

The parliament session 
was held as the U.S. car¬ 
ried out an airstrike near 
Baghdad for the first time 
since launching an aerial 
campaign in early August, 
and French warplanes fly¬ 
ing from the United Arab 
Emirates began reconnais¬ 
sance missions over Iraq. 
Al-Abadi, Iraq’s new prime 
minister, put forward Sunni 
lawmaker Jaber ol-Jobberi 
as his candidate for de¬ 
fense minister and Shiite 
lawmaker Riyad Ghareeb 
as his pick for inferior min- 
isfer. Parliament, which 
could confirm the nomi- 


ed three years ago against 
the rule of Presidenf Bashar 
Assad, activists said. 

At least 18 fighters were 


nees with a simple major¬ 
ity, voted 118-117 against 
Ghareeb, and 131-108 
against al-Jabberi. 

"The failure of the parlia¬ 
ment to agree on the can¬ 
didates to fill the posts of in¬ 
terior and defense minisfers 
shows clearly that the gap 
among and inside political 
groups are still huge and 
that each bloc is pursuing 
its own ambitions,” said 
lawmaker Mutashar al-Sa- 
marie. 

“I think that the posts of de¬ 
fense and interior minister 
should be kept away from 
secfarian power sharing. 
Iraq’s problems in Iraq can 
be solved only by bringing 
independenf and efficient 


killed in the southern area 
of Midan offer two groups 
of rebels crawled into the 
city through the tunnel 


people to fill ministerial 
posts.” Ahead of the vote, 
two lawmakers, Hussein 
al-Maliki and Mohammed 
Saadoun, told The Associat¬ 
ed Press that the selection 
of Ghareeb met with some 
contention, mostly from fhe 
Shiite Badr Brigade, a pow¬ 
erful milifia with close ties to 
neighboring Iran. Ghareeb 
failed to win approval by a 
single vate. 

Hamid al-Mutlaq, a Sunni 
lawmaker, said that many 
in parliament felt the twa 
nominees were “not quali¬ 
fied” to hold the key posts. 
“What we need are profes¬ 
sional persons who have 
expertise in security and 
army issues,” he said.Q 


network to attack a Syrian 
government checkpoint, 
said Rami Abdurrahman 
of the Britain-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human 
Rights. 

The fighters belonged to 
several rebel brigades, in¬ 
cluding Syria’s al-Qaida af¬ 
filiate, the Nusra Front. 

The fighting lasted for 
four hours, said an acfivisf 
based easf of Damascus 
who uses the name Ma- 
moun Ayoubi. The activist 
said the fighters were trying 
to relieve pressure on reb¬ 
els in eastern Damascus. 
“This is net a normal situa¬ 
tion, the fighting didn’t halt 
from 3 a.m. to 7 a.m.,” Ay¬ 
oubi said over Skype. 

There has been intense 
fighting around the east¬ 
ern edge of Damascus in 
recent weeks. Rebels have 
been lobbing mortars into 
the capital, killing civilians, 
and clashing near the gov- 
ernment-cantrolled neigh- 
barhaod af Jaramana. 
Syrian government aircraft 
have bombed nearby 
towns, apparently in repri¬ 
sal, killing at least dozens of 
civilians. 

The rare clash in Damascus 
came after anather failed 
rebel attempt Monday to 
infiltrate the capital. That 
attempt was reparted by 
state-run media and an 
activist. 

More than 190,000 people 
have been killed since 
the start in 2011 of Syria’s 
conflief, which has trans¬ 
formed into a multilayered 
civil war. 

The Islamic State group 
now controls a proto-state 
that stretches frem north¬ 
ern Syria across much of 
northern and western Iraq. 
Raqqa, an ancient city an 
the Euphrates River with 
a prewar population of 
500,000, serves as fhe ex- 
fremists’ stronghold in Syria. 
□ 


Iraq parliament rejects interior, defense nominees 
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World Bank: Palestinian 
economy to shrink in ‘14 

KARIN LAUB 
Associated Press 

RAMALLAH, West Bank (AP) — The Palestinian economy 
is expected to contract for the first time in seven years 
in 2014, the result of the recent Gozo war, continued 
Israeli and Egyptian restrictions on Palestinian trade and 
a drop in foreign aid, the World Bank said Tuesday. 

The bank issued the report ahead of a meeting next 
week of donor nations to the Palestinians on the side¬ 
lines of the U.N. General Assembly. 

The bleak forecast is a "wake-up call to everyone” that 
the status quo, particularly in Gaza, cannot continue, 
Steen Lau Jorgensen, the bank’s top official in the West 
Bonk and Gaza, told The Associated Press. 

The bank predicts the overall Palestinian economy will 
shrink by 4 percent this year, ending a period of growth 
driven largely by international aid that began in 2007. 
The downturn is expected to be sharpest in wor-bot- 
tered Gaza, with o projected drop of 15 percent, the 
bank said. 

Gaza has been largely sealed off by Israel and Egypt 
since the Islamic militant Hamas seized the territory in 
2007, wresting control from Western-backed Palestin¬ 
ian President Mahmoud Abbas. Since then, Israel and 
Hamas have engaged in three major rounds of conflict, 
including a 50-day war that ended in late August. 

More than 2,100 Palestinians were killed in the latest 
war, about three-fourths of them civilians, and more 
than 17,000 homes were destroyed or severely dam¬ 
aged, according to the United Nations. 

An international conference on raising funds for Gaza 
reconstruction is to be held Oct. 12 in Egypt, but the 
issue will also be the focus of a meeting next week in 
New York of representatives of key countries providing 
aid to the Palestinians. Palestinian officials estimate $6 
billion is needed for Gaza reconstruction. 

The World Bank said a unified Palestinian government 
must run the West Bank and Gaza, and restrictions 
on trade and movement in and out of Gaza must be 
eased considerably if reconstruction is to be o success. 
Both seem remote possibilities. 

Hamas and Abbas agreed earlier this year to form a 
unity government of experts in the West Bonk and Gaza 
under Abbas’ leadership. But key disputes remain un¬ 
resolved and the government has not begun working. 
Hamas appears unwilling to hand over power in Gaza, 
including control over the security forces, even though 
it agreed to the formation of the unity government, 
largely in hopes that this would offer a way out of a 
deepening financial crisis. At the same time, it is unlikely 
Israel or Egypt will agree to ease restrictions on Gaza as 
long as Hamas remains the de facto ruler there. As part 
of the border blockade, Israel and Egypt bar virtually 
all exports from Gaza. Israel allows imports of most con¬ 
sumer goods, but severely restricts the influx of construc¬ 
tion materials for fear they could be diverted by Hamas 
for military purposes, such as building attack tunnels. A 
network of such tunnels was uncovered and destroyed 
by Israel during the last Gaza war.Q 



Military prosecutors sit in the front row, while soldiers accused of on attack on their commander 
appear before o court martial in Abuja, Nigeria. Twelve soldiers fighting an Islamic insurgency 
in northeast Nigeria have been sentenced to death by firing squad for mutiny and attempted 
murder of their commanding officer. (AP Photo) 

Nigeria: 12 troops sentenced to death 


BASHIR ADIGUN 
MICHELLE PAUL 
Associated Press 
ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) — 

Twelve soldiers fighting an 
Islamic insurgency in north¬ 
east Nigeria have been 
sentenced to death by fir¬ 
ing squad for mutiny and 
attempted murder of their 
commanding officer. 

In a decision read early 
Tuesday by Brig. Gen. 
Chukwuemeka Okonkwo, 
the military tribunal found 
12 soldiers guilty and five 
others innocent. One was 
sentenced to 28 days in jail 
with hard labor. 

All the accused denied 
the charges. They all ap¬ 
peared to be in their 20s, 
and ranged in rank from 
private to corporal. 

The revolt occurred after 
a convoy of soldiers was 
ordered to drive at night 
on a road frequently at¬ 
tacked by Boko Haram 
Islamic extremists. The sol¬ 
diers initially refused, say¬ 
ing it was a suicide mis¬ 
sion. But they eventually 
followed orders and were 
ambushed on May 13 by 


insurgents on the road 
from the northeast town of 
Chibok. An unknown num¬ 
ber were killed. 

Chibok is the town from 
which more than 270 
schoolgirls were kid¬ 
napped a month earlier. 
More than 50 escaped 
and the rest remain cap¬ 
tive. 

The failure to rescue the 
girls is a sign of the inabil¬ 
ity of Nigeria’s military and 
government to contain a 
5-year-old Islamic uprising 
that has killed thousands, 
with soldiers accused of 
gross human rights abuses 
in the process. Demoral¬ 
ized soldiers have told The 
Associated Press that they 
are outgunned by the in¬ 
surgents, frequently are 
not paid in full, and feel 
abandoned on the battle¬ 
field, left without enough 
ammunition or food. En¬ 
demic corruption in Nige¬ 
ria means millions of dol¬ 
lars budgeted for the fight 
against the extremists goes 
missing. 

When the bodies of the 
ambushed soldiers were 


brought to the barracks 
in the northeastern city of 
Maiduguri on May 14, the 
soldiers revolted, throwing 
stones at their command¬ 
ing officer, firing into the 
air and then shooting at 
him. Several bullets hit the 
armor-plated vehicle in 
which he sought refuge. 
The officer, Maj. Gen. A. 
Mohammed, was un¬ 
harmed. 

The judgment describes 
an embarrassing scene 
where the second in com¬ 
mand, Lt. Col. E. Azanda 
“has to dash for his dear 
life but discovered from 
where he was taking cover 
that soldiers eventually di¬ 
rected their shots" at Mo¬ 
hammed. It adds that Mo¬ 
hammed in his testimony 
said, "Thank God for the 
staff officer who rushed 
him into his car and the 
fact that the staff car is an 
armor-plated vehicle.” 

The judgment issued by 
the nine-member court 
martial panel said the sol¬ 
diers accused their officers 
of cowardice and threat¬ 
ened to shoot them. □ 
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Dutch ease off austerity, will spend on military 


TOBY STERLING 
Associated Press 
AMSTERDAM (AP) — The 

Dutch government is pre¬ 
senting a budget for 2015 
that for the first time in 
years will be focused less 
on financial austerity and 
more on security in light of 
international conflicts. 

In a day full of pomp and 
ceremony. King Willem Al¬ 
exander rode in a golden 


carriage to address both 
houses of parliament in 
the ceremonial 13th cen¬ 
tury “Hall of Knights" in The 
Hague. 

He began his annual ad¬ 
dress Tuesday with an 
homage to the victims of 
the Malaysia Airlines Flight 
17, which was shot down 
over eastern Ukraine in 
July, killing all 298 people 
aboard, most of them 


Dutch citizens. He then 
announced an increase 
in defense spending. One 
in seven military jobs has 
been slashed since the 
2008 financial crisis. 
“Protecting the Dutch 
State is not only an internal 
affair,” the king said, read¬ 
ing aloud a speech written 
for him by Prime Minister 
Mark Ruffe's Cabinet. “An 
active foreign policy, fo¬ 


cused on peace and safe¬ 
ty in countries and regions 
where these are under 
pressure, is in our interest.” 
The budget is expected to 
also earmark extra funds 
for intelligence agencies 
to counter the threat from 
Dutch jihadists returning 
from Syria. 

The Dutch economy is a 
bright spot amid the mostly 
gloomy European land¬ 


scape, with a recovery 
gathering strength on the 
back of growing exports. 
Economists were mostly 
critical of Dutch govern¬ 
ment policy in the post- 
2008 period, as the Cabi¬ 
net piled spending cuts 
on top of a downturn and 
burst housing bubble in or¬ 
der to meet the eurozone's 
3 percent budget deficit 
limit.Q 


China rig finds gas after Vietnam sea standoff 



Workers lay cables on a new oil rig under construction for China National Offshore Oil Corp. 
(CNOOC) in a shipyard in Qingdao in east China's Shandong province. The Chinese exploration 
rig at the center of a tense maritime standoff with Vietnam earlier this year has made its first deep 
sea gas discovery in the politically volatile South China Sea, state media announced Tuesday, 
Sept. 1 6 . The discovery by CNOOC was made about a month after its rig withdrew in July from 
Vietnam’s exclusive economic zone to far less-contested waters closer to China. (AP Photo) 


IAN MADER 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — The Chi¬ 
nese exploration rig at the 
center of a tense maritime 
standoff with Vietnam ear¬ 
lier this year has made its 
first deep sea gas discov¬ 
ery in the politically volatile 
South China Sea, state me¬ 
dia announced Tuesday. 
The discovery by Chi¬ 
na National Offshore Oil 
Corp. was made about a 
month after its rig withdrew 
in July from Vietnam’s ex¬ 
clusive economic zone to 
far less-confesfed waters 
closer to China. 

The find by CNOOC’s two- 
year-old, $1 billion deep 
sea rig is about 150 kilome¬ 
ters south of China’s south- 
ernmosf island of Hainan. 
It’s unclear whether the 
discovery will become 
commercially viable, but 
the announcement rep¬ 
resents a significant step 
in China’s ability to seek 
resources beneath the 
South China Sea. 
Petroleum reserves and 
fisheries are among fhe re¬ 
sources at stake in disputes 
over the sea, which is one 


of the world’s busiest ship¬ 
ping routes and a patch- 
work of overlapping claims 
by governmenfs includ¬ 
ing China, fhe Philippines, 
Malaysia, Viefnam and 


Taiwan. China claims vir¬ 
tually all of fhe South Chi¬ 
na Sea. 

The find was China’s first 
without the participation 
of foreign partners that in 


the past have included 
companies such as Chev¬ 
ron and BP, said Felix Tan, 
a Beijing-based analyst for 
energy and resources con- 
sultanf Wood MacKenzie. 


“This is the first discovery 
they’ve done all by them¬ 
selves,” Tan said in an inter¬ 
view. CNOOC has rapidly 
developed a deep-water 
exploration capability, he 
said. 

“It’s a bit premature to talk 
about the viability” of fhe 
field, however. Tan said. 
“There are a lof of fesfs fo 
be done.” 

The gas field was discov¬ 
ered Aug. 18 af a depth 
of abouf 1,500 meters, 
CNOOC said on its web¬ 
site. 

The depth is at the extreme 
cusp of what the industry 
considers a deep-water 
field, or those from 400 to 
1,500 meters. Below 1,500 
meters would be ultra¬ 
deep, where extraordinary 
pressures make the build¬ 
ing of facilifies extremely 
difficult. 

Xinhua said the field’s vi- 
abilify is sfill to be proven, 
but quoted a CNOOC 
manager, Xie Yuhong, as 
saying the well could be 
capable of producing up 
to 56.5 million cubic feet 
of gas per day, or about 
9,400 barrels.Q 


Oligarch buys Russia’s most popular social media 


NATALIYA VASILYEVA 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — A media 
company owned by Krem¬ 
lin-friendly oligarch Alisher 
Usmanov has splashed out 
$1.5 billion to gain full con¬ 
trol of Russia’s most popu¬ 
lar social network, VKon¬ 
takte, bringing an end to 
a months-long dispute that 
saw the original investors 
sue each other in court. 
London-listed MaiI.Ru 

Group said in a statement 
Tuesday that it now owns 


the whole of VKontakte fol¬ 
lowing its purchase of a 48 
percent stake from invest¬ 
ment fund United Capital 
Partners. MaiI.Ru first invest¬ 
ed in VKontakte in 2007 and 
since then has spent over 
$2.1 billion accumulating 
stock. 

VKontakte is Russia’s most 
popular social network and 
has over 270 million ac¬ 
counts. 

Usmanov, who is reputed to 
be worth $18.6 billion, was 
named Russia’s richest man 


by the Russian Forbes mag¬ 
azine earlier this year. 
MaiI.Ru’s chief executive 
Dmitry Grishin lauded the 
deal, saying “the termina¬ 
tion of all outstanding share¬ 
holder disputes will allow fo¬ 
cus on the product and its 
further development.” 
VKontakte’s original inves¬ 
tors parted ways in 2013 
when two of them sold 
their combined 48 percent 
to United Capital Partners. 
VKontakte’s founder Pavel 
Durov accused his former 


partners of violating their 
previous agreement since 
they did not offer him or 
MaiI.Ru an option to buy 
their shares. 

Durov sold his 12 percent 
stake in January which 
later ended up in MaiI.Ru’s 
hands. He fled Russia shortly 
after that and claimed that 
he sold his shares under 
pressure as the Russian in¬ 
telligence agency FSB was 
trying to get VKontakte to 
disclose personal data of 
the users of a group linked 


to the protest movement in 
Ukraine. 

As part of the deal, all pend¬ 
ing lawsuits have been 
dropped. 

In a joint statement with 
MaiI.Ru, Durov welcomed 
the decision of his former 
partners to drop their claims 
against his new project 
while he was dismissing his 
claims against them. 

MaiI.Ru soared 3 percent at 
the London Stock Exchange 
on the news of the acquisi¬ 
tion on Tuesday.Q 
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Renaissance Convention Center presents its end of the year theme 



ORANJESTAD - It’s that 
time ot year again where 
Renaissance Convention 
Center introduces a spe¬ 
cial theme tor their end ot 
the year celebration. This 
year the Renaissance Aru¬ 
ba Resorts team selected 
“Magie de Noel, ” a French 
theme as their holiday sea¬ 
son theme. 

Aruba is known as a great 
holiday destination and 



it’s that very special time 
of the year when we join 
with our friends, family, col¬ 
leagues and loved ones in 
sharing centuries-old tra¬ 
ditions. The Renaissance 
Convention Center with 
its timeless elegance and 
most attentive personnel, is 
the perfect choice for ev¬ 
ery ones Christmas gather¬ 
ing. 

During this year’s presen¬ 
tation all guests got the 
opportunity to see the 


luxurious traditional up 
to the modern Christmas 
decoration presented by 
Renaissance Convention 
Center combined with a 
tremendous buffet that will 
be offered during the end 
of year season. Keeping in 
mind that every customer 
has its own taste. Renais¬ 
sance has managed to 
compile a series of menus 
that surely will satisfy every 
special craving. In order to 
do so different buffet seg¬ 
ments were created so 


every guest can create/ 
choose their own dish. Ev¬ 
ery menu offers its own 
variety of bread, soups, 
salads, dessert station and 
a wide-ranging list of bev¬ 
erage. For those who really 
love their ‘holiday ham’ 
(Christmas ham) the popu¬ 
lar ‘carving station’ will of¬ 
fer a delicious ‘ham di pas- 
co’. Every menu is different 
and has its own specialty. 


Continued on page 16 
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During Housekeeping Week 2014: 

Playa Linda Housekeepers show they love what they do 
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www.goldcoastaruba.com 


PRICE STARTING FROM $299,000 

Visit us for Your Island Dream Home Ownership 
Monthly Mortgage Payments 
starting from $1,650 
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V Malmok ■ Aruba 


PALM BEACH -Displaying 
solidarity and high spir¬ 
its, housekeepers at the 
Playa Linda Beach Resort 
are making the most of In¬ 
ternational Housekeeping 
Week by strengthening ties, 
discovering new outlooks 
and generally enjoying an 
abundance of different 
activities. Housekeeping 
Week opened as a cele¬ 
bration to the resort’s larg¬ 
est and most diverse de¬ 
partment, which is among 
the hardest working at the 
heart of the house. Execu¬ 
tive Housekeeper Ingrid 
Todd led the opening cer¬ 
emony, with a show of sup¬ 
port and appreciation also 
given by General Manager 
Steven Marra, Finance Di¬ 
rector Ricardo Vrolijk, Direc¬ 
tor of Operations & Mainte¬ 
nance Peter van Grinsven 
and Director of Domestic 
Facilities Remo Kock. 

“This year, we are dedicat¬ 
ing Housekeeping Week 
to all of our housekeepers. 
Each one of our house¬ 
keepers at the Playa Linda 
make a valuable contribu¬ 
tion in keeping our resort a 
welcoming, clean, com¬ 
fortable ‘home away from 
home”’, remarks Executive 
Housekeeper Ingrid Todd. 


“We packed the schedule 
with events that both edu¬ 
cate as well as show how 
much we appreciate each 
member of our depart¬ 
ment." 

The week kicked off with 
an early morning mass, fol¬ 
lowed by toasts to the en¬ 
tire team. Talks, given by 
Belquis Monroe and visiting 
housekeeping executive 
from Barbados, Mrs. Clark, 
provided words of motiva¬ 
tion and wisdom. Fun-filled 
activities, including Bingo 
games and karaoke, will be 
topped off with an entire 
day of sun, relaxation and 
more shared merriment at 
De Palm Island. 

Resort management fur¬ 
ther showed their appre¬ 
ciation by treating house¬ 
keepers to a special meal, 
and by sponsoring different 
prizes to be given away 
throughout the week. In¬ 
grid comments, “It is all an 
effort in providing an ap¬ 
propriate thank you for a 
job well done. ...This week 
is all about love - loving 
what you do and loving 
each other as family. ‘I love 
Housekeeping’ is not only 
our theme for Housekeep¬ 
ing Week, but also our mot¬ 
to year-round.” □ 
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Alfred & Theresa Honored at the Marriott Surf Club 



PALM BEACH - Recently, Al¬ 
fred & Theresa Russo were 
honored as Distinguished 
Visitors otter returning to 
Aruba for more than 10 
consecutive years. 

The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name of 


the Minister of Tourism os a 
token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
between lO-and-20 years 
consecutive. 

Mr. Ricardo Croes repre¬ 
senting Aruba Tourism Au¬ 
thority conducted the cer¬ 



emony at the Marriott Surf 
Club. Theresa commented 
that she will never change 
her vocation island for any 
other island. 

Top reasons for returning 


provided by the honorees 
were they consider Aruba 
to be the “Happy Island,” 
the great weather and 
Friendly Aruban Hospitality, 
the white sand beaches 


and the local food. 

On the pictures Mr. Croes 
from ATA together with 
Alfred & Theresa and also 
Marriott Surf Club Repre¬ 
sentative Jenny.Q 
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“MAGIE DE NOEL 2014” 
Continued from page 13 




Prices vary and as usual 
Renaissance Convention 
Center gives the Christmas 
celebration in Aruba a spe¬ 
cial touch. The fabulous 
decor of this special French 
theme will illuminate the 
ballroom with tons of twin¬ 


kle lights, Christmas trees 
and lanterns was created 
and executed by the pro¬ 
fessional team of Renais¬ 
sance Convention Center, 
Mrs. Edwina Werleman & 
Birthday & More An invita¬ 
tion goes out to all who 



want to make their reser¬ 
vation for breakfast, lunch 
or dinner in the Renais¬ 
sance Convention Center 
ballroom. Special pack¬ 
ages and prices are avail¬ 
able; each customer can 
choose the package that 


‘fits’ their company or work 
group. Reservations can be 
mode by calling; 523-6404 
of 523-6403. Be our guest! 
Let Renaissance Conven¬ 
tion Center be your home 
of a loving Holiday. A last¬ 
ing memory begins here.Q 




































































Anheuser-Busch, 
McDonald’s voice 
NFL disapproval 

MAE ANDERSON 
The Associated Press 

Major sponsors including 
Anheuser-Busch are add¬ 
ing to the chorus of disap¬ 
proval over the Notional 
Football League’s recent 
scandals, but the compa¬ 
nies are stopping short of 
pulling advertising. 
Anheuser-Busch said Tues¬ 
day that it has spoken with 
the NFL about concerns 
related to recent incidents 
that are sparking outcry 
from tons, including an in¬ 
vestigation into how long 
the NFL and its commis¬ 
sioner Roger Goodell knew 
about a video that shows 
Baltimore Raven Ray Rice 
beating his then-fiancee; 
as well as the Minnesota 
Vikings’ decision to let Adri¬ 
an Peterson play while he 
faces an abuse charge for 
spanking his 4-year-old son 
with a wooden switch. 
McDonald’s, Visa and 
Campbell Soup Co. say 
they have also voiced simi¬ 
lar concerns to the league. 
The statements come af¬ 
ter Radisson hotels said 
Monday that it was pulling 
its sponsorship of the Min¬ 
nesota Vikings. No other 
brands have pulled spon¬ 
sorships from teams or the 
NFL. 

But the statements from 
sponsors are becoming 
increasingly strongly word¬ 
ed. 

Only last week, several big 
sponsors like CM and FedEx 
said they were monitoring 
the situation or watching 
it closely. Others like An¬ 
heuser-Busch and Procter 
& Gamble stayed silent. 
This week, sponsors are 
making it clear they have 
made the NFL aware of 
their concerns. A-B used 
the harshest language, 
saying it was “disappoint¬ 
ed and increasingly con¬ 
cerned.” 

Continued on Page 22 
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Hindsight: a Ryder Cup tradition, iike no other 



Bill Horschel poses with both trophies after winning the Tour Championship goif tournament and 
The FedEx Cup, Sunday, Sept 14, 2014, in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
ATLANTA (AP) — Tom 

Watson didn’t appear to 
be kicking himself. 

On the day after Billy 
Horschel posted his 12th 
straight round in the 60s, 
won his second straight 
tournament against a 
world-class field and 
picked up an additional 
$10 million bonus os the 
FedEx Cup champion, 
Watson was kicking bock 
in his seat at a Kansas City 
Royals game. The 65-year- 
old Ryder Cup captain 
wore a Royals cap and 
a constant grin as he 
watched Omar Infante 
work the count to 2-0 in the 
bottom of the fifth inning. 

These questions will follow 
Watson and his American 
team to Gleneagles next 
week for the Ryder Cup: 
Does he wish he could 
hove Horschel on his team? 
Should the deadline to 
make his selections have 
been pushed back? 

It mokes for an easy — if not 
lazy — narrative. Hindsight 
allows for that. 

Horschel not only won 
the final two FedEx Cup 
playoff events, he beat 
the top qualifier from each 
Ryder Cup team — Bubba 
Watson at Cherry Hills and 
Rory Mcliroy at East Lake. It 
was Mcliroy who said at the 
Tour Championship, “I’m 
sure Tom Watson is kicking 
himself at the minute.” 

Adding to the debate is 
that Horschel was runner- 
up in the event that 


preceded his back-to- 
back wins. Tiger Woods is 
the only other player to 
hove two wins in o runner- 
up finish in the FedEx Cup. 
Then again, Horschel is not 
Tiger Woods. 

Watson mode his wild-card 
picks otter the Deutsche 
Bank Championship, where 
Horschel was in prime 
position to force a playoff 
with Chris Kirk until he 
chunked a 6-iron so badly 
on the par-5 18th hole that 
it landed in the front of 
the hazard protecting the 
green. No one would hove 
suggested Horschel os o 
pick the next day. 

So why was the deadline 
set so early for the picks? 
Remember, for years the 
American captain made 
his selections the day after 


the PGA Championship, 
six weeks before the Ryder 
Cup matches. Thanks 
to Paul Azinger, the U.S. 
captain now gets on extra 
three weeks to find the hot 
hands. 

Why not extend it through 
the Tour Championship? 
If that’s the cose, why not 
wait until the final week 
to determine the entire 
team? This is not about 
uniforms, programs or any 
propaganda. This about 
o team, one that should 
know who is on the side 
with ample time to prepare 
leading to the matches. 
Four straight playoff events 
caused enough fatigue os 
it was. 

Besides, would anyone 
be talking about on early 
deadline if Mcliroy, Jim 
Furyk or Jason Day hod won 


the Tour Championship? 
And who’s to soy Watson 
would hove taken Horschel 
even if he could hove 
waited? Watson sold he 
was looking for the hot 
hand and still passed over 
Kirk the day otter his victory 
at the Deutsche Bonk 
Championship. 

Watson was looking for 
experience. 

He wanted Keegan 
Bradley and Webb Simpson 
oil along. He would hove 
preferred Brandt Snedeker 
os the third pick, except 
that Snedeker missed the 
cut at both playoff events. 
Hunter Mohan, who has 
played on two teams, won 
The Barclays and became 
on obvious selection, and 
then Simpson won out over 
Kirk. 


As good as Horschel looks 
now, how con anyone 
project how he would 
hove played in Scotland? 
Two years ago, Snedeker 
looked like o great 
captain’s pick when he 
won the FedEx Cup. He 
went 1 -2 at the Ryder Cup. 
Snedeker wasn’t at his best 
that week. 

He blocked a tee shot on 
the 18th hole that led to 
bogey in foursomes and 
cost the Americans at least 
o holt point. On the final 
day, he bogeyed three 
straight holes against Paul 
Lowrie and suffered the 
worst defeat of any singles 
match. 

Woods was o captain’s 
pick in 2010. He was 
coming off the upheaval 
in his personal life, split 
with his swing coach and 
failed to qualify for the 
Tour Championship. He 
hod gone seven straight 
tournaments without o top 
10, and he failed to break 
70 in 19 of his lost 25 rounds. 
Woods went 3-1 at Celtic 
Manor, his best Ryder Cup 
performance. 

Horschel will be cheering 
from home. His big finish 
will put even more scrutiny 
on the captain’s picks than 
they already hove. And 
that will lead to another 
round of hindsight, unless 
the Americans con find o 
way to win. 

Maybe it was a good sign 
that the Royals rallied with 
two runs in the bottom of 
the ninth to win Monday 
night. 

As for Infante? He struck 
out swinging. 
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Foies leads Eagles to 30-27 win against Colts 





Philadelphia Eagles kicker Cody Parkey (1) kicks a 36-yard field goal out of the hold of Donnie 
Jones to win on NFL football game against the Indianapolis Colts Monday, Sept. 15,2014, in India¬ 
napolis. Philadelphia defeated Indianapolis 30-27. 

Associated Press 


AAICHAEL AAAROT 
AP Sports Writer 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) - With 
Nick Foies at quarterback 
and LeSean McCoy and 
Darren Sproles in the back- 
field, the Philadelphia Ea¬ 
gles are never out of the 
game. 

They proved it again on 
Monday night. 

Foies threw a tying touch¬ 
down pass with 3:25 to go, 
and then set up Cody Par- 
key for the winning 36-yard 
field goal as time expired, 
lifting Philadelphia to a 30- 
27 win at the Indianapolis 
Colts. 

Sproles had seven recep¬ 
tions for 152 yards to go 
along with a touchdown 
run as the Eagles (2-0) 
won their first game on the 
road for the sixth consecu¬ 
tive season. Philadelphia, 
which stormed back from a 
17-0 halftime deficit to beat 
Jacksonville 34-17 in Week 
1, also became the fourth 
team in the last 30 years 
to win consecutive games 
in which it trailed by 14 or 
more points in the 2nd half, 
according to STATS. 

"Pie's just a special play¬ 
er,” coach Chip Kelly said, 
praising Sproles for his role in 
the prime-time comeback. 
"The first day we had him 
it was, ‘Plow many different 
ways can we find ways to 
get him the football?’ Pie's 
just a dynamic football 
player.” 

Philadelphia’s latest rally 
came against the defend¬ 
ing AFC South champs, 
against a team that had 
never lost back-to-back 
regular-season games with 
Andrew Luck at quarter¬ 
back. The Colts (0-2) led 
17-6 at halftime, but com¬ 
mitted two costly turnovers 
in the second half that the 
Eagles turned into 14 sec¬ 
ond-half points. 


Foies was 21 of 37 for 331 
yards with one touchdown 
- a 6-yard pass to Jeremy 
Maclin with 3:25 to go that 
tied it at 27. McCoy ran 
20 times for 79 yards and 
scored Philadelphia’s first 
touchdown of the night 
with 4:32 left in the third 
quarter. 

The Eagles appeared to 
be in trouble when India¬ 
napolis was driving with a 
27-20 lead in the fourth. But 
Luck’s short pass intended 
forT.Y. Plilton with 5:08 to go 
was intercepted by Mal¬ 
colm Jenkins. 

Two plays later, McCoy was 
stopped for a loss but LaR- 
on Landry was called for a 
questionable horse-collar 
tackle. Sproles then took 
a swing pass for a 51-yard 
gain to the 6, and Foies 
found Maclin for the tying 
score. 

"Without Sproles, we would 
be in some trouble, to be 
honest, we really would. 
That’s why we’re a team,” 
McCoy said. "When guys 


are struggling, he’s picking 
everybody up. Pie’s helping 
me out. I need to get my 
thing together. I don’t feel 
like I’m playing to the level I 
should be playing at.” 

Luck, who was 20 of 34 for 
172 yards with three TDs, 
walked into the postgame 
news conference for the 
second straight week and 
said he made a "stupid” 
decision when he threw the 
interception even though 


replays also appeared 
to show Plilton had been 
grabbed by a defender. 
No call was made. 

The calls weren’t what the 
Colts were talking about, 
though. 

Coach Chuck Pagano was 
more disturbed by the two 
turnovers. Luck’s pick and 
Trent Richardson’s fumble 
at his own 26-yard line, and 
a defense that couldn’t 
stop the Eagles over the fi¬ 


nal 20 minutes of the game. 
"The turnovers. Those 
were the killers in the sec¬ 
ond half,” Pagano said. 
"You’ve got to finish 
games, put people away.” 
The Eagles’ potent offense 
started slow, managing just 
two field goals in the first 
half. They finished strong, 
tying it at 20 when Sproles 
managed to stay on his 
feet for a 19-yard run late 
in the third and again at 27 
on the TD pass to Maclin. 
Luck drove the Colts right 
back down the field and 
hooked up with Ahmad 
Bradshaw for a tiebreak¬ 
ing score, but Indy couldn’t 
close it out and the Eagles 
took advantage. 

Indy looked as if it wouldn’t 
need Luck’s late-game he¬ 
roics, thanks to a ground 
game that piled up 169 
yards. 

But the turnovers changed 
the whole complexion of 
things. 

"We knew we had a field 
goal in the bag. Everybody 
saw what happened,” Pa¬ 
gano said. "The last words 
before the play were ‘Take 
care of the football.” ’ 
Instead of taking a 10-point 
lead, McCoy got the Ea¬ 
gles’ offense back on track 
and Sproles took care of 
the rest. □ 
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NFL, union close to finalizing new drug policy 


BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The NFL 

and the players' unian are 
close to finalizing the drug 
policy changes they ten¬ 
tatively agreed upon last 
week. 

Union spokesman George 
Atallah told The Associated 
Press on Monday that the 
“drug policies ore currently 
getting finalized." League 
and NFL Players Associa¬ 
tion attorneys and officials 
ore reviewing the docu¬ 
ments and could approve 
them this week. 

One key element is how 
the changes affect play¬ 
ers currently under sus¬ 
pension, including Denver 
receiver Wes Welker (four 
gomes) and Browns re¬ 
ceiver Josh Gordon (entire 
season). Their bans would 
be reduced, and the union 
wonts to see that happen 
before Week 3 games ore 
played. 

Welker was suspended for 


amphetamine use in the 
offseason, but punishment 
for that is being switched 
from the performance en¬ 
hancer policy to the sub¬ 
stance abuse program — 
except for in-season viola¬ 
tions. 

Hours otter the union voted 
Friday to accept the NFL 
proposal on changes that 
included HGH testing, the 
league said it was not o 
done deal. Further discus¬ 
sions have token place 
since then. 

Player representatives to 
the union also voted for 
changes to marijuana test¬ 
ing, classification for am¬ 
phetamines, punishment 
for driving under the influ¬ 
ence, and neutral arbitra¬ 
tion on appeals. 

Testing for human growth 
hormone was originally 
agreed upon in 2011, but 
the players hove balked at 
the science in the testing 
and the appeals process 
for positive tests. If the pro¬ 



In this Aug. 23, 2014, file photo, Denver Broncos wide receiver 
Wes Welker (83) stretches prior to on NFL preseason football 
game against the Houston Texans in Denver. 

Associated Press 


posal they voted on Friday 
is put into action, testing 
would begin for this season. 
The player reps also ap¬ 
proved an increase for the 
threshold for positive mari¬ 
juana tests. Some players 


have complained that the 
NFL threshold of 15 nano¬ 
grams per milliliter is so low 
that anyone within the vi¬ 
cinity of people smoking 
marijuana could test posi¬ 
tive. The threshold was in¬ 


creased to 35 ng/ml in the 
league’s proposal. 

A two-game suspension 
would be issued for o play¬ 
er convicted of driving 
under the influence. But 
on NFL proposal to imme¬ 
diately suspend o player, 
owner, coach, team exec¬ 
utive or league employee 
for o DUI arrest was reject¬ 
ed by the union. 

The players approved ar¬ 
bitration for appeals under 
the substance abuse and 
the RED policies. 

The NFL and NFL Players 
Association would hire be¬ 
tween three and five arbi¬ 
trators. 

The league and the union 
also would retain indepen¬ 
dent investigators to re¬ 
view cases in which player 
confidentiality under the 
drug policy had been 
breached. Punishment for 
leaks could range up to 
$500,000 and/or termina¬ 
tion of a job.Q 
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With the purchase of $20 + up, present this ad 
and receive a FREE Arubiha Cigar 

ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest export 
product of Aruba, locally produced hand rolled 
cigars called “Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar business and 
has also sold Premium Cuban Cigars, and now 
he is growing his own tobacco crops. After 
many attempts and trips to Santo Domingo and 
Cuba, he started his own production and 
cultivation of Aruhiba Cigars in Aruba. The 
whole process took him 10 years to perfect. 

Petrocchi dedication to the cigars is important 
for the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their 
handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers 
Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the 
international markets as well. Visit their retail store located in front of the Historic Dutch 
Windmill in front of the RIO Hotel, with any purchase of $20 and up you receive a free 
“Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from 
Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on Sundays from 10 am to 4 pm. Aruhiba 
cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 

available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. Winner of the 
best of Aruba. The best local product. 
Cigars in Tubes Arubian design. 

For a group or private tour, call 586-7833 / 
593-6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail.com 
WWW. aruhibacigars .com 


Owner Benjamin Petrocchi 


































AL Capsules 

Angels beat 
Mariners, clinch 
playoff spot 


ANAHEIM, California (AP) 

— The Los Angeles Angels 
became the first team 
in the major leagues to 
clinch a playoff spot on 
Monday after Matt Shoe¬ 
maker allowed five hits into 
the eighth inning of an 8-1 
victory over the Seattle 
Mariners. David Freese and 
Brennan Boesch homered 
for the big league-leading 
Angels (94-56), who re¬ 
duced their magic num¬ 
ber to three in the AL West 
race with their 11 th victory 
in 12 games. Los Angeles is 
assured of at least a wild 
card berth in its first post¬ 
season since 2009. 

Albert Pujols left the game 
in the third inning with a left 
hamstring cramp after hit¬ 
ting a three-run double off 
Hisashi Iwakuma (14-8) for 
Los Angeles' first runs. 


The Mariners (80-69) 
dropped two games be¬ 
hind Kansas City for the 
second AL wild card spot 
with their fifth loss in six 
games. Shoemaker (16-4), 
who turns 28 next week¬ 
end, improved his own 
franchise record for rookie 
victories with his ninth win 
in 11 appearances since 
July 26. 

ORIOLES 5, BLUE JAYS 2 
BALTIMORE (AP) — The Ori¬ 
oles moved to the brink of 
claiming their first Ameri¬ 
can League East title in 
17 years, using a resilient 
pitching performance by 
Chen Wei-yin to beat the 
Blue Jays. Baltimore can 
clinch the division crown 
with a win over Toronto on 
Tuesday. That would assure 
the Orioles their second 
playoff berth in three years 
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The Los Angeles Angels celebrate their team’s 8-1 win against the Seattle Mariners in a baseball 
game Monday, Sept. 15, 2014, in Anaheim, Calit. 

Associated Press 


following a run of 14 con¬ 
secutive losing seasons. 
Chen (16-4) allowed two 
runs on nine hits over 5 
2-3 innings to become the 
first Orioles lefty to win 16 
games since Jimmy Key in 
1997 — the year Baltimore 
last won the AL East. Ryan 
Flaherty homered and 
Adam Jones had three hits 
and an RBI as the Orioles 


secured their eighth win 
in nine games. Blue Jays 
rookie Marcus Stroman (10- 
6) gave up five runs and 
nine hits in six innings. 
TIGERS 8, TWINS 6 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Torii 
Hunter and Miguel Cabre¬ 
ra hit back-to-back home 
runs in the ninth inning to 
help the Detroit Tigers tight¬ 
en their grip on the AL Cen¬ 


tral by winning their fourth 
straight game. 

The Tigers blew a 6-0 lead 
they built by the fifth, but 
after Joe Mauer’s second 
two-run single tied the 
game for the Twins in the 
eighth inning. Hunter hit 
the first pitch of the ninth 
from Casey Fien (5-6) into 
the bullpen behind left- 
center field. 


Grand jury to weigh case of NASCAR’s Tony Stewart 



In this Sept. 13, 2014, file photo, NASCAR driver Tony Stewart 
(14) looks out from his garage during a practice for the NASCAR 
Sprint Cup Series auto race at Chicagoland Speedway in Joiiet, 


CAROLYN THOMPSON 
Associated Press 

A grand jury will decide 
whether NASCAR driv¬ 
er Tony Stewart will be 
charged in the August 
death of a fellow driver at 
a sprint car race in upstate 
New York, a prosecutor 
said Tuesday. 

Ontario County District At¬ 
torney Michael Tantillo 
said he made the deci¬ 
sion to present the case to 
a grand jury after review¬ 
ing evidence collected by 
county sheriff’s investiga¬ 
tors. 

Tantillo could have de¬ 
termined there was not 
enough evidence to sup¬ 
port charges and dropped 
the case, but instead an¬ 
nounced his decision more 
than a month after Stew¬ 
art’s car struck and killed 
Kevin Ward Jr. at a dirt- 
track race on Aug. 9. 

In a statement, Stewart 
said he respects the time 
and effort authorities have 
spent “investigating this 


tragic accident.” 

“I look forward to this pro¬ 
cess being completed, 
and I will continue to pro¬ 
vide my full cooperation,” 
he said. 

Stewart spent three weeks 
in seclusion before return¬ 
ing for the final two races 
of the Sprint Cup season. 
He did not make the Chase 
for the Sprint Cup champi¬ 
onship field, and finished 
18th in the first Chase race 
Sunday at Chicagoland. 
Ontario County Sheriff 
Philip Povero spent weeks 
investigating the acci¬ 
dent at the small track in 
Canandaigua, several 
times saying investigators 
did not have any evidence 
to support criminal intent 
by Stewart. Ward had 
spun while racing along¬ 
side Stewart and then the 
20-year-old climbed out of 
his car and walked down 
the track, waving his arms 
in an apparent attempt to 
confront the 43-year-old 
NASCAR veteran. 


“Upon my review of all of 
the information contained 
in the entire investigation,” 
Tantillo said, “I have made 
the determination that it 
would be appropriate to 
submit the evidence to the 
grand jury for their deter¬ 
mination as to what action 
should be taken in this mat¬ 
ter.” 

He said the law prevented 
him from saying when the 
case would be scheduled 
or who would be called as 
witnesses. 

The sheriff asked in the 
days after Ward's death 
for spectators to turn 
over photos and videos 
of the crash as investiga¬ 
tors worked to reconstruct 
the accident. Among the 
things being looked at 
were the dim lighting, how 
muddy it was and whether 
Ward’s dark firesuit played 
a role in his death, given 
the conditions. 

After Ward’s death, NAS- 


Ill. 

CAR announced a rule 
that prohibits drivers from 
climbing out of a crashed 
or disabled vehicle - unless 
it is on fire - until safety per¬ 
sonnel arrive. 

Stewart, who has 48 career 
Cup wins in 542 starts, is 
one of the biggest stars in 
the garage. 

He has long been one of 


Associated Press 

the most proficient drivers 
in racing, winning in every 
kind of series, from sprint 
cars to the elite Sprint Cup 
Series. He has for years tak¬ 
en part in little races in non¬ 
descript towns because he 
loves the thrill of the high 
horsepower, lightweight 
cars skidding around the 
dirt. 
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Nats beat Braves to close In on NL East title 



Washington Nationals starting pitcher Stephen Strasburg (37) 
delivers in the fifthinning of a baseball game against the Atlanta 
Braves Monday, Sept. 15, 2014, in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 


ATLANTA (AP) — Stephen 
Strasburg threw seven 
scoreless innings to end 
o long run ot frustration 
against Atlanta os the 
Nationals beat the strug¬ 
gling Braves on to move to 
the verge of the National 
League East title. 

The Nationals can clinch 
the division by beating 
the defending champion 
Braves on Tuesday night. 
Strasburg (12-11) ended a 
streak of eight winless starts 
against Atlanta since 2012. 
Wilson Romos hit his 11th 
homer in the fifth. 

The Braves (75-75) have 
lost four straight to fall to 
.500 for the first time since 
they were 1-1. They trail 
Pittsburgh by 4 1-2 games 
for the second NL wild¬ 
card spot. 

Ervin Santana (14-9) al¬ 
lowed two runs and only 
three hits. 

DIAMONDBACKS 6, GIANTS 
2 

PHOENIX (AP) — The Giants 
lost their third consecutive 
game when Mark Trumbo 
hit a grand slam to lead 
the Diamondbacks to a 
victory. 

Trumbo had five RBIs, 
and Wade Miley (8-11) 
bounced back from his 
shortest outing of the sea¬ 


son by pitching seven in¬ 
nings of one-run ball. 

San Francisco’s NL West 
chances took a hit with 
consecutive losses to the 
Dodgers over the week¬ 
end, but the Giants are still 
in control of the wild-card 
race, beginning the day 
with a three-game lead 
over Pittsburgh for the top 
spot. 

Trumbo hit his ninth homer 
off Ryan Vogelsong (8-11) 
in the third inning and a 
run-scoring single off Juan 
Gutierrez in the seventh. 
Trumbo has six hits and nine 
RBIs the past three games. 


DODGERS 11, ROCKIES 3 

DENVER (AP) — Pinch-hit¬ 
ter Justin Turner ignited an 
eight-run sixth inning with 
a tiebreaking two-run dou¬ 
ble as the surging Dodgers 
beat the Rockies. 

Los Angeles showed no 
signs of a letdown after a 
big series win in San Fran¬ 
cisco, where the Dodgers 
took two of three to extend 
their lead in the NL West. 
Matt Kemp hit a two-run 
homer, and Adrian Gon¬ 
zalez had three RBIs. Yasiel 
Puig showed more signs of 
getting back on track with 
two hits. 


Jamey Wright (5-4) earned 
the win. The Dodgers broke 
out in the sixth against 
Christian Bergman (2-4) 
and two relievers. 

PADRES 1, PHILLIES 0 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Andrew 
Cashner pitched a two-hit- 
ter for his third career shut¬ 
out as the Padres scored 
on Cody Asche’s fielding 
error in the second inning 
to beat the Phillies. 

Casher (4-7) allowed two 
hits, struck out seven and 
walked one in winning for 
the second straight time af¬ 
ter going winless since April 
16 against Colorado. 
Jerome Williams (3-2) lim¬ 
ited the Padres to an un¬ 
earned run, three hits and 
two walks in 7 2-3 innings. 
CUBS 1, REDSO 
CHICAGO (AP) — Antho¬ 
ny Rizzo capped his return 
to the Cubs lineup with a 
walkoff home run in the 
ninth inning that gave Chi¬ 
cago a win over the Reds. 
Rizzo had missed the last 
18 games due to a back 
problem but drove a pitch 
from Pedro Villarreal (0-1) 
over the wall in center field. 
Rizzo’s homer was his 31st 
of the season and gave 
Hector Rondon (4-4) the 
win after he tossed a score¬ 
less inning of relief. 


MARLINS 6, METS 5 

NEW YORK (AP) — Jacob 
deCrom struck out his first 
eight batters to match a 
major league record be¬ 
fore the Miami Marlins final¬ 
ly started making contact 
and rallied late for a victory 
over the Mets. 

Adeiny Hechavarria hit 
a two-run single and Jeff 
Mathis put Miami in front 
with an RBI single that 
capped a three-run eighth 
inning. DeCrom whiffed 
eight consecutive Marlins 
to begin the game, tying a 
mark set by Jim Deshaies of 
the Houston Astros against 
the Los Angeles Dodgers 
on Sept. 23, 1986. 

Casey McCehee got the 
comeback started with a 
one-out single and Hecha¬ 
varria tied it 5-all with a 
two-run single off rookie 
Jeurys Familia (2-5). 

With the bases loaded, 
Sam Dyson (3-1) threw a 
called third strike past Dil- 
son Herrera to end the sev¬ 
enth. 

In other NL games it was 
Miami 6, N.Y. Mets 5; Wash¬ 
ington 4, Atianta 2; Chi¬ 
cago Cubs 1, Cincinnati 0; 
L.A. Dodgers 11, Colorado 
3; Arizona 6, San Francisco 
2; and San Diego 1, Phiia- 
delphia O.G 



This July 14, 2008 file photo shows on Anheuser Busch logo be¬ 
hind a glass case in the brewery’s tour center in St. Louis. Ma¬ 
jor sponsors including Anheuser-Busch and Visa added to the 
chorus of disapproval over the National Football League recent 
actions but are stopping short of pulling advertising, Tuesday, 
Sept. 16, 2014. 

Associated Press 


NFL disapproval 

Continued from Page 17 

The NFL responded to the 
sponsors’ statements late 
Tuesday with a shart state¬ 
ment at its own: 

“We understand. We are 
taking actian and there will 
be much mere ta came,” 
the organization said. 

As the NFL and various 
team executives navigate 
scandal, much is at stake: 
The money companies 
pay each year to be offi¬ 
cial sponsars —net includ¬ 
ing advertising and prama- 
tians— is warth abaut $1.07 
billian far the league and 
all at its teams, accarding 
ta spansarship cansultancy 
lEG. The NFL is a coveted 
partner for brands since 
an average of 17.4 million 
people tune in during a 
regular season NFL game, 
about 65 percent men 
and 35 percent wemen, 
accarding ta Nielsen. 


Experts say that brands are 
taking their cues by how 
upset consumers seem. 

“It takes something pretty 
dramatic before those 
league sponsors who have 
invested in same cases 
hundreds at millians in their 
relatianship with NFL seek 


to end their partnership or 
do something like that,” 
said Jim Andrews, senior 
vice president of content 
strategy at lEG. “They fol¬ 
low the fans. They will be 
canstantly manitaring and 
testing the waters ta see 
what the fan reactian ta 


this is.’’For Anheuser-Busch, 
those sponsorship fees 
alone are warth an esti¬ 
mated $50 million. The beer 
maker said Tuesday that it 
is “disappainted and in¬ 
creasingly cancerned” by 
the recent incident. 

“We are not yet satisfied 
with the league’s handling 
of behaviors that so clearly 
go against our own com¬ 
pany culture and moral 
code,” the company said 
in a statement. “We have 
shared aur cancerns and 
expectatians with the 
league.” 

Alsa an Tuesday, McDan- 
ald’s issued a similar state¬ 
ment, saying “we have 
questions surrounding 
these evolving situations 
and are closely monitoring 
as the appropriate parties 
investigate these matters,” 
The campany added it has 
“cammunicated aur can¬ 
cerns tc the league, and 
we expect it tc take streng 
and necessary actiens to 


address these issues.” 

On Monday, Visa said do¬ 
mestic violence in any term 
is unacceptable and has 
nc place in the NFL and sc- 
ciety. 

“As a Icng-standing spen- 
scr we have speken with 
the NFL about our con¬ 
cerns regarding recent 
events, and reinforced the 
critical importance that 
they address these issues 
with great seriousness.” 
Campbell Scup said it had 
else speken tc the NFL 
ebeut the Ray Rice video 
investigation. “Upon com¬ 
pletion of the investiga¬ 
tion, we expect the NFL to 
take appropriate action,” 
Campbell Soup Co. said 
in a statement. “We have 
shared our views with the 
NFL.” 

Also on Tuesday, Procter & 
Gamble respended tc a 
fake Ccvergirl NFL ad that 
went viral cn sccial media. 
The ad depicted a weman 
with a black eye. □ 
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Self-driving cars now need a permit in California 



In this May 13, 2014 photo, o Google selt-driving cor goes on a test drive near the Computer His¬ 
tory Museum in Mountain View, Calit. 

Associated Press 


JUSTIN PRITCHARD 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Com¬ 
puter-driven cars have 
been testing their skills on 
California roads for more 
than four years — but un¬ 
til now, the Department of 
Motor Vehicles wasn't sure 
just how many were roll¬ 
ing around. That changed 
Tuesday, when the agency 
required self-driving cars 
ta be registered and is¬ 
sued testing permits that let 
three campanies dispatch 
29 vehicles onto freeways 
and into neighborhoods — 
with a human behind the 
wheel in case the onboard 
equipment makes a bad 
decision. 

These may be the cars of 
the future, but for now they 
represent a tiny fraction of 
California's appraximately 
32 million registered vehi¬ 
cles. Google's souped-up 
Lexus SUVs are the biggest 
fleet, with 25 vehicles. Mer¬ 
cedes and the Volkswa¬ 
gen Group of America 
have two vehicles each, 
said Bernard Soriano, the 
DMV official averseeing the 
state's “autonomous vehi¬ 
cle" regulation-writing pro¬ 
cess. A “handful" at other 
companies are applying 
for permits, he said. 

The permits formally regu¬ 
late testing that already 
was underway. Google 
alone is closing in on 1 mil¬ 
lion miles. The technology 
giant has bet heavily on 


the vehicles, which navi¬ 
gate using sophisticated 
sensors and detailed maps. 
Finally, gavernment rules 
are catching up. 

In 2012, the California Leg¬ 
islature directed the DMV 
to regulate the emerging 
technology. 

Rules that the agency 
first proposed in January 
went into effect Tuesday. 
Among them: 

— Test drivers must have 
a sparkling driving record, 
complete a training regi¬ 
men and enroll in a pro¬ 
gram that informs their 
employer if they get in an 
accident or are busted for 
driving under the influence 
off hours. 

— Companies must report 
to the state any accidents, 
as well as how many times 
their vehicles unexpect¬ 
edly disengage tram self¬ 
driving mode, whether due 
to a failure of the technol¬ 
ogy or because the hu¬ 
man driver takes over in an 
emergency. 

They also must have insur¬ 
ance or other coverage 
to pay for property or per¬ 
sonal injury claims of up to 
$5 million. 

California passed its law 
after Nevada and Florida 
and before Michigan. The 
federal government has 
not acted, and national 
regulations appear to be 
years away. 

It’s impossible to know the 
total number of self-driving 


cars being tested on public 
roads because, unlike Cali¬ 
fornia and Nevada, Michi¬ 
gan does not require spe¬ 
cial permits to test self-driv¬ 
ing cars on public roads. 
Tayota, Chrysler, Ford and 
General Motors are “all 
running around here with 
some form of autonomous 
vehicle,” said James Fack- 
ler, assistant administra¬ 
tor for the Michigan De¬ 
partment of State, which 
registers motor vehicles. 


Carmakers do not need a 
permit — manufacturer’s 
license plates are enaugh, 
and thase plates can also 
be used on future models 
or other kinds of experi¬ 
mental cars. 

Nevada has issued sev¬ 
eral test vehicle licenses to 
Google, VW and the auto 
supplier Continental, ac¬ 
cording to its Department 
of Motor Vehicles. 

In Florida, only Audi has 
tested self-driving technol¬ 


ogy and no testing is ongo¬ 
ing, according to a spokes¬ 
man for the state’s matar 
vehicles department. 

With Califarnia's testing 
rules in effect, the DMV is 
drafting regulatians that 
will gavern self-driving cars 
once they are ready for the 
general public. 

Those rules, which the DMV 
must finish by year’s end, 
will untie knotty issues such 
as whether a person needs 
to be in the vehicle at all. □ 



In this Sept. 9, 2014 file photo, Apple CEO Tim Cook, left, greets Bono from the bond U2 after they 
preformed at the end of the Apple event on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 2014, in Cupertino, Calif. Apple un¬ 
veiled a new Apple Watch, the iPhone 6 and Apple Pay and U2 offered iTunes customers a free 
download of their latest album, “Songs of Innocence.” 


Apple releases tool to 
remove free U2 album 


NEW YORK (AP) - Some 
iPhone users are not hap¬ 
py that LI2's new album, 
“Songs of Innocence,” was 
automatically added to 
their iTunes music library, 
free of charge. In response, 
Apple has released a spe¬ 
cial tool that lets people re¬ 
move the album from their 
collections. 

U2 played at an Apple 
event last week that in¬ 
cluded the unveiling of 
the iPhone maker’s new 
smartwatch and updated 
iPhone models. In a surprise 
move, the Irish rock band 
performed at the event 


and put out its 11-song re¬ 
lease. 

Apple CEO Tim Cook an¬ 
nounced that the new 
album would be given to 
the company’s 500 million 
iTunes users. The release 
showed up in users’ iTunes 
music libraries. The compa¬ 
ny said Monday that 33 mil¬ 
lion iTunes account holders 
have accessed the free al¬ 
bum. Buf some iTunes users 
fook fo Twiffer to complain 
and ask how to remove it. 
While it was already pos¬ 
sible to delete the album, 
Apple’s tool makes it pos¬ 
sible in one step. □ 
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Stocks end higher on health care, utilities 


BERNARD CONDON 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The stock 
market rose Tuesday os in¬ 
vestors waited to find out 
when the Federal Reserve 
might raise interest rates. 
Stocks flitted between gains 
and losses through most 
of morning, then turned 
broadly higher in the af¬ 
ternoon on gains in health 
care and utility stocks. 

“The economy continues 
to improve in the U.S., and 
there's still an accommo¬ 
dative Fed,” said Brad So¬ 
rensen, director of market 


Jonathan D. Corpina, se¬ 
nior managing partner at 
Meridian Equity Partners, 
said there was lot of talk 
among traders during the 
day about what the Fed 
might do, but little new in¬ 
sight. 

“There' a lot of chatter, but 
nothing that's real,” he said 
from the floor of the New 
York Stock Exchange. 

Until the closing minutes, 
the Dow Jones industri¬ 
al average looked like it 
would rise to a record, but 
prices faltered at the end. 
Still the blue-chip index 


was offset by higher prices 
for transportation and ship¬ 
ping services, the Labor 
Department said. 

Besides the Fed press con¬ 
ference tomorrow, inves¬ 
tors are awaiting a referen¬ 
dum on Scottish indepen¬ 
dence on Thursday. The 
British pound has turned 
volatile in recent weeks 
as opinion polls narrowed 
ahead of the vote. A “yes” 
decision could trigger tur¬ 
moil in the market as inves¬ 
tors ponder the economic 
and financial fallout. 
Among stocks making big 



Trader Patrick Forbes, left, and Gregory Rowe work on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. 
The stock market rose Tuesday as investors waited to find out when the Federal Reserve might 
raise interest rates. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


and sector research at the 
Schwab Center for Finan¬ 
cial Research. “We think 
the bull market has further 
to run.” 

The Fed has held a key 
short-term interest rates 
close to zero for more 
than five years, making it 
cheaper for companies 
and consumers to borrow 
and boosting corporate 
profits. The stock market 
has surged as a result. But 
investors widely expect the 
Fed to start raising rates in 
the middle of next year. 
Investors may get a better 
sense of how soon after the 
central bank concludes a 
two-day meeting Wednes¬ 
day. Fed Chair Janet Yellen 
could discuss the bank's 
rate plans, as well as the 
outlook for employment 
and inflation, in a press 
conference in the after¬ 
noon. 


ended up gaining 100.83, 
its first triple-digit close since 
August 18. The Dow closed 
at 17,131.97, a gain of 0.6 
percent. The Nasdaq com¬ 
posite rose 33.86 points, or 
0.8 percent, to 4,552.76. 
The Standard & Poor's 500 
index climbed 14.85 points, 
or 0.8 percent, to 1,998.98. 
Among the 10 sectors of 
the S&P 500, health care 
stocks gained the most, up 
1.3 percent. Utilities and en¬ 
ergy stocks followed, with 
a 1.2 percent gain each. 
Energy stocks were pushed 
higher by rising oil prices. 
Exxon Mobil increased 1.2 
percent. 

In economic news, a mea¬ 
sure of prices that U.S. pro¬ 
ducers receive for their 
goods and services was 
unchanged in August, the 
latest sign that inflation is 
in check. A drop in whole¬ 
sale gas and food prices 


moves: 

— Humana Inc. rose $4.71 
to $132.37, a gain 4 per¬ 
cent. The health insurer 
said it plans to repurchase 
as much as $2 billion of its 
own shares, double what 
it had previously planned. 
The stock has climbed 28 
percent this year. 

— Sears Holdings fell $3.15, 
or 9 percent, to $30.37. The 
company is taking out a 
$400 million short-term loan 
from a hedge fund run by 
CEO Edward Lampert, the 
retail company's biggest 
owner. Sears has struggled 
against rivals like Wal-Mart 
Stores Inc. in recent years. 
In metals trading, gold 
rose $1.60, or 0.1 percent, 
to $1,236.70 an ounce. 
Silver gained 10.1 cents, 
or 0.5 percent, or $18.72 
an ounce. Copper rose 8 
cents, or 2.6 percent, to 
$3.17 a pound. □ 



A chef walks in the headquarter campus of Alibaba Group in 
Hangzhou in eastern China's Zhejiang province. American in¬ 
vestors are ciamoring to buy a stake in Chinese e-commerce 
giant Aiibaba, which is launching what may prove the big¬ 
gest initial public stock offering ever. 

(AP Photo) 

Alibaba risk: China's rise 
May leave out investors 


PAUL WISEMAN 
MARCY GORDON 
AP Business Writers 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

American investors are 
clamoring to buy a stake 
in Chinese e-commerce 
giant Alibaba, which 
is launching what may 
prove the biggest initial 
public stock offering ever. 
But history is stacked 
against them. 

China's explosive eco¬ 
nomic rise has delivered 
virtually nothing to most 
stock investors. When Chi¬ 
nese companies have 
listed stocks on American 
markets, 

their shares have lost an 
average 1 percent a year 
for the next three years, 
compared with an aver¬ 
age 7 percent annual 
gain for other U.S. IPOs, 
according to research by 
Jay Ritter, a finance pro¬ 
fessor at the University of 
Florida. 

Most Chinese stocks trade 
in China, of course. And 
those stocks have burned 
investors, too. 

From 1993 to 2013, when 
China's economy grew 
nearly seven-fold from 
No. 9 to No. 2 in the world, 
stocks on Chinese markets 
returned a cumulative to¬ 
tal of just 7.9 percent — 
even if shareholders had 
reinvested dividends. Over 
the same time, U.S. stocks 
jumped 555 percent, Ger¬ 
man stocks 458 percent 
and Spanish stocks more 
than 1,000 percent, ac¬ 
cording to Credit Suisse. 
“It's probably one of the 
biggest disconnects in the 


history of stock markets,” 
says Nicholas Lardy, senior 
fellow at the Peterson Insti¬ 
tute for International Eco¬ 
nomics. 

Chinese stock gains didn't 
even keep up with infla¬ 
tion, says Elroy Dimson, 
emeritus professor of fi¬ 
nance at the LondonBusi- 
ness School, who helped 
compile the Credit Suisse 
numbers. Adjusted for in¬ 
flation, Chinese stocks lost 
3.8 percent a year from 
1993 to 2013. 

It's entirely possible, of 
course, that Alibaba will 
produce outsize invest¬ 
ment returns over time. 
The company has be¬ 
come a hugely popular 
shopping magnet on the 
strength of China's surging 
growth. 

Its regulatory filing indi¬ 
cates that Alibaba draws 
188 million monthly visitors 
on mobile devices — a 
tantalizing target for ad¬ 
vertisers. 

The company's financial 
results have been stellar: 
Alibaba said its revenue 
jumped 46 percent to 
$2.54 billion in the three 
months that ended June 
30 and that it earned $1.2 
billion excluding a one¬ 
time gain. 

Potential investors have 
swarmed to Alibaba's 
presentations in advance 
of the initial offering. 
Demand has grown so 
feverish that Alibaba on 
Monday said it planned 
to raise the offering price 
from the $60 to $66 a 
share it had earlier set to 
$66 to $68. □ 
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Mall mashup: Washington Prime to buy GIlmcher 


NEW YORK (AP) — Wash¬ 
ington Prime Group Inc., 
which spun off from moll 
operator Simon Property 
Group earlier this year, said 
Tuesday that if is buying ri¬ 
val Glimcher Realty Trust. 
The cosh-ond-stock deal is 
worth about $2.06 billion. 
The combined company 
will own 119 molls and 
shopping centers around 


the country. 

After the deal closes, which 
is expected to happen in 
the first quarter of 2015, the 
company will change its 
name to WP Glimcher. 
Washington Prime that 
it will pay $14.20 in cosh 
and stock for each shore 
of Glimcher, o 34 percent 
premium from its closing 
price of $10.59 Monday. 


As part of the deal, Glim¬ 
cher will sell two shopping 
centers to Simon Property 
Group Inc. for $1.09 billion. 
The two shopping cen¬ 
ters being sold ore Jersey 
Gardens in Elizabeth, New 
Jersey, and University Pork 
Village in Fort Worth, Texas. 
Washington Prime said the 
total deal with Glimcher is 
worth about $4.3 billion, in¬ 


cluding debt. 

The new company will 
keep Washington Prime’s 
ticker symbol “WPG,” 
which trades on the New 
York Stock Exchange. WP 
Glimcher will be based at 
Glimcher's headquarters 
in Columbus, Ohio. Wash¬ 
ington Prime is based in 
Bethesda, Maryland. 

In May, Simon Property 


spun off Washington Prime, 
which operates strip molls 
and smaller enclosed 
molls, so it can focus on 
bigger malls and premium 
outlets. 

Shares of Washington 
Prime Group Inc. fell $1.22, 
or 6.6 percent, to close at 
$17.24 Tuesday. Glimcher 
shares jumped $3.16, or 
29.8 percent, to $13.75.Q 


US CEOs less optimistic about hiring, spending 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHiNGTON (AP) — Op¬ 
timism among chief ex¬ 
ecutives at the largest U.S. 
companies fell in the July- 
September quarter after 
reaching a two-year high 
in the previous quarter. 

The Business Roundtable 
said Tuesday that its CEO 
outlook index fell to 86.4 
in the third quarter, down 
from 95.4 in the April-June 
period. 

Fewer CEOs expect to hire 
in the next six months: Just 
34 percent plan to add 
jobs, down from 43 per¬ 
cent. And only 39 percent 
plan to boost their capital 
spending, down from 44 
percent. 

Nearly three-quarters of 
the chief executives ex¬ 
pect higher sales, the 
same as in the second 
quarter. 

Randall Stephenson, CEO 
of AT&T Inc. and chair¬ 
man of the Roundtable, 
blamed the decline of the 
index on Congress’ failure 
to extend temporary tax 
breaks that encourage re¬ 
search and development 
and investment spending. 
The survey was conduct¬ 


ed from Aug. 11 to Aug. 
29, and 135 of the Busi¬ 
ness Roundtable’s 200 
CEOs responded. 

The index’s fall "reflects a 


slow growth economy that 
ebbs and flows and stops 
and starts and is underper¬ 
forming previous recov¬ 
eries,” Stephenson said. 


Overseas conflicts in the 
Ukraine and Middle East 
have also weighed on ex¬ 
ecutives’ optimism. 

Chief executives were en¬ 


couraged in the second 
quarter by the expecta¬ 
tion that Congress would 
extend the tax breaks, 
Stephenson said. But now 


they are more hesitant 
about spending on ma¬ 
chinery and other capital 
equipment because it is 
unclear whether Congress 


will be able to extend 
them before the end of 
the year. 

Stephenson also said that 
a rash of U.S. companies 


moving offshore to avoid 
U.S. taxes through a pro¬ 
cess known as “inversion” 
has been prompted by 
the nation’s relatively high 
corporate tax rate. Busi¬ 
ness groups have been 
pushing the Obama ad¬ 
ministration and Congress 
to cut the rate as part of 
broader corporate tax re¬ 
form, though little progress 
has been made so far. 

“To the extent that U.S. busi¬ 
nesses anticipated mean¬ 
ingful tax reform, these 
inversions would taper off 
very rapidly,” Stephenson 
said during a conference 
call with reporters. Most 
economic data suggest 
the economy is growing, 
though only at a modest 
pace. Hiring slowed in Au¬ 
gust as employers added 
just 142,000 jobs, the few¬ 
est this year. The unem¬ 
ployment rate fell to 6.1 
percent from 6.2 percent. 
The economy expanded 
at a 4.2 percent annual 
rate in the second quarter, 
a healthy rebound after it 
shrank 2.1 percent in the 
first three months. Still, most 
economists forecast that 
growth will be just 2 per¬ 
cent for all of this year.Q 



Jessica Pimentel, of Hollywood, Flo., fills out a job application during a Job fair in Sunrise. Fla. 
Optimism among chief executives at the largest U.S. companies fell in the July-September 
quarter after reaching a two-year high in the previous quarter. (AP Photo/Alan Diaz) 


Lilly, AstraZeneca team up on Alzheimer’s drug 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Eli 

Lilly and Co. plans to pay 
up to $500 million to fellow 
drugmaker AstraZeneca 
as part of a collaboration 
to develop and sell a po¬ 
tential Alzheimer’s disease 
treatment that is in the ear¬ 
ly stages of clinical testing. 
Lilly said Tuesday it will 
make an initial milestone 
payment of $50 million to 
AstraZeneca, which will 
handle manufacturing 


of the drug. Indianapolis- 
based Lilly will lead clinical 
development of the po¬ 
tential treatment, labeled 
AZD3293, while working 
with researchers from Lon- 
don-based AstraZeneca. 
The companies then will 
share global profits or loss¬ 
es if the drug is approved. 
Alzheimer’s is a fatal dis¬ 
ease and the most com¬ 
mon form of dementia, a 
term for brain disorders that 


affect memory, judgment 
and other mental func¬ 
tions. Many Alzheimer’s 
patients typically live four 
to eight years after diagno¬ 
sis, as the disease gradually 
erodes their memory and 
ability to think or perform 
simple tasks. Drugmakers 
have tried and failed for 
years to develop success¬ 
ful treatments for Alzheim¬ 
er’s. 

AZD3293 attempts to pre¬ 


vent the formation of am¬ 
yloid plaque in the brain 
and eventually slow the 
progression of the disease. 
The drug has finished an 
initial phase of testing in 
humans and is likely sev¬ 
eral years away from the 
regulatory review it must 
pass before reaching the 
market. 

Lilly also is developing so- 
lanezumab, which is in 
late-stage testing as a pos¬ 


sible treatment for mild 
cases of Alzheimer’s. 
Indianapolis-based Lilly will 
take a charge of 3 cents 
per share to its third-quarter 
earnings for the initial pay¬ 
ment in the collaboration. 
Shares of Lilly rose 7 cents 
to $65.26 in morning trad¬ 
ing Tuesday, while U.S- 
traded shares of AstraZen¬ 
eca fell 46 cents to $73.32 
and broader indexes rose 
slightly.Q 
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Conceptis Sudoku 





2 

5 

9 






7 




9 




5 

9 




1 

6 


8 








7 

1 








5 


7 

5 

3 


8 

6 

4 





7 


3 






1 




5 





6 

8 

9 

5 

2 




Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Obama's VP 
6 “_the night 
before 

Christmas...” 

10 Chances 

14 Wipe away 

15 Sworn promise 

16 Fishing worms, 
for example 

17 Main artery 

18 Sequoia or 
spruce 

19 Certain 

20 Not warranted 
22 Retaliate 

24 Abound 

25 Reached a 
high point 

26 Once more 

29 Desert refuge 

30 Pigeon’s cry 

31 Stretch of land 
33 Full of foliage 
37 Pitfall 

39 Theater 
employee 

41 Urgent 

42 Play a ukulele 
44 Watery part of 

the blood 

46 Fellows 

47 Certain berth 
49 Hoses off 

51 Disease kids 
are vaccinated 
against 

54 Rational 

55 Fleet of ships 

56 Deli meats 

60 Outer garment 

61 Tearful request 

63 Purse part, 
usually 

64 Shaping tool 

65 Request for 
more slop 

66 Bird of prey 

67 Garden intruder 

68 Brooklyn team 

69 Cornered 

DOWN 

1 Boyfriend 

2 Element whose 
symbol is Fe 

3 Issue a 
challenge to 


4 Grand home 

5 Closest 

6 Tribal pole 

7 Beaver 
Cleaver’s dad 

8 Gobbled up 

9 Large scissors 

10 _with; unable 
to stop thinking 
about 

11 Lessen the 
courage of 

12 Funeral song 

13 Spirited horse 

21 India’s first 

Prime Minister 

23 Bride’s 
headwear 

25 Provide food 
for a banquet 

26 Plays a role 

27 _ Lauderdale, 
Florida 

28 Lion’s cry 

29 Yellow shade 

32 Donkeys 

34 Shoots 
carefully 

35 On the house 


36 Strong urges 
38 Throbbed 
40 Of the 
countryside 
43 Shape; form 
45 Attitude 
48 Gun or knife 

50 Thick juice 

51 Colorful parrot 


52 Wear away 

53 Astonish 

54 _ up; absorbs 

56 Penny 

57 Encourage 

58 “A _ of Two 
Cities” 

59 Ran quickly 
62 Tell a fib 





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































US House panel: Safety agency 
mishandled massive GM recall 


JOAN LOWY 
TOM KRISHER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

agency responsible for safe¬ 
ty on U.S. roads was years 
late in detecting a deadly 
problenn with General Mo¬ 
tors cars and lacks the ex¬ 
pertise to oversee increas¬ 
ingly connplex vehicles, 
congressional Republicans 
charged in a report Tues¬ 
day. 

The report by a House conn- 
nnittee’s Republican nnajor- 
ity raised serious questions 
about the National High¬ 
way Traffic Safety Adnninis- 
tration’s ability to keep the 
public safe, and came as 
the Senate convened a 
hearing on the safety agen¬ 
cy’s shortcomings. 

Safety regulators should 
have discovered GM’s 
faulty ignition switches sev¬ 
en years before the compa¬ 
ny recalled 2.6 million cars 
to fix the deadly problem, 
the report concluded. 

It also said the agency 
didn’t understand how air 
bags worked, lacked ac¬ 
countability and failed to 
share information internally. 
“As vehicle functions and 
safety systems become in¬ 
creasingly complex and 
interconnected, NHTSA 
needs to keep pace with 
these rapid advancements 
in technology,’’ the report 
said. “As evidenced by 
the GM recall, this may be 
a greater challenge than 
even NHTSA understands.’’ 
At least 19 people died in 
crashes caused by the faulty 
switches in GM small cars like 
the Chevrolet Cobalt. The 
company acknowledged 
knowing about the problem 
for at least a decade, but 
it didn’t recall the cars until 
February. The delays left the 
problem on the roads, caus¬ 
ing numerous crashes that 
resulted in deaths and inju¬ 
ries. Lawmakers have said 
they expect the death toll 
to rise to near 100. 

NHTSA already has fined GM 
the maximum $35 million for 
failing to report information 
on the switches, but the 
committee found that many 
of the bureaucratic snafus 
that plagued GM also are 
present at NHTSA. 

“While NHTSA now com¬ 


plains about GM’s switch, 
it seems NHTSA was asleep 
at the switch too,’’ Rep. Tim 
Murphy, a Republican, said 
in a statement. 

NHTSA blamed GM for the 
delays and said many prob¬ 
lems cited by the committee 
were fixed in a 2011 review. 
GM, the agency said, hid in¬ 
formation by fixing switches 
without changing the part 
numbers, causing the num¬ 
ber of complaints about 
the switches to decline and 
skewing data. “GM withheld 
information and hindered 
NHTSA’s efforts every step of 
the way,’’ NHTSA said. 

The agency said it has a 
strong record of pursuing 
defects, influencing almost 
1,300 recalls covering 95 mil¬ 
lion vehicles and parts in the 
last decade. NHTSA also said 
it’s using sophisticated tools 
to search for defects and it 
has an improved complaint¬ 
tracking process. It’s also 
discussing with Congress the 
need for more investigators. 
NHTSA is working on how it 
can better understand how 
vehicle systems interact and 
more quickly discern safety 
defects, David Friedman, 
the agency’s acting admin¬ 
istrator, said in prepared tes¬ 
timony for the Senate com¬ 
merce subcommittee. Fried¬ 
man took over when ad¬ 
ministrator David Strickland 
resigned two months before 
the GM recalls began. 

A key criticism in the House 
report was that NHTSA de¬ 
fect investigators didn’t 
understand until earlier this 
year after GM began re¬ 
calling cars that an ignition 
switch defect that could 
cause the vehicle’s power 
to shut off or move to the 
“accessory’’ position while 
the car was moving could 
also prevent the airbag’s 
from deploying.Q 

DIVI PHOENIX 
week 40 starts on 10/4 to 
10/11 ocean front unit 806 

lock off master, one bedroom 
all amenities, king bed queen 
sofa $4975 (rent this year $925) 
and wk 39, two rm suite starts 
on 9/27, lock master, 1 Vt. baths, 
king bed, queen sofa $5400 
local 565-9394 until 9/9 
e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 
US 508 651 0016 
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Las Palmas 31-B 

Luxury ground floor cor¬ 
ner unit with 3 bedrooms, 
2.5 bathrooms. 

Very nice golf views. 

% This gated Golf commu- 
^ nity,Tierra del Sol has 
all facilities that you can 
wish for. Centrally air 
conditioned living room, 
dining room, luxury 
kitchen with stainless 
steel appliances, many 
cabinets & breakfast bar. 
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Aruba Real Estate 

Independently Owned and Operated 


us $ 499.500,- 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 
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Scientists’ colossal squid exam a kraken good show 



In this Dec. 2013 photo provided by a crew member of the boot San Aspring of New Zeaiand fish¬ 
ing company Sanford, Capt. John Bennett shows a coiossai squid he and and his crew caught on 
the boat in Antarctica’s remote Ross Sea. 

Associated Press 


NICK PERRY 
Associated Press 
WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
(AP)-lt was a calm morn¬ 
ing in Antarctica’s remote 
Ross Sea, during the season 
when the sun never sets, 
when Capt. John Bennett 
and his crew hauled up a 
creature with tentacles like 
fire hoses and eyes like din¬ 
ner plates from a mile be¬ 
low the surface. 

A colossal squid: 350 ki¬ 
lograms (770 pounds), as 
long as a minibus and one 
of the sea’s most elusive 
species. 

It had been frozen for 
eight months until Tuesday, 
when scientists in New Zea¬ 
land got a long-anticipat¬ 
ed chance to thaw out 
the animal and inspect it 
— once they used o forklift 
to maneuver it into a tank. 
The squid is a female, and 
its eight arms are each 
well over a meter (3.3 feet) 
long. Its two tentacles 
would have been perhaps 
double that length if they 
had not been damaged. 
Kat Bolstad, a squid scien¬ 
tist from the Auckland Uni¬ 
versity of Technology who 
was leading o team ex¬ 
amining the creature, de¬ 
scribed it as “very big, very 
beautiful.” 


“This is essentially an intact 
specimen, which is almost 
on unparalleled opportu¬ 
nity for us to examine,” she 
said. “This is a spectacular 
opportunity.” 

Many people around 
the world agreed: About 
142,000 people from 180 
countries watched stream¬ 


ing footage of the squid ex¬ 
amination on the Internet. 
Colossal squid sometimes 
inhabit the world of fiction 
and imagination, but have 
rarely been seen in day¬ 
light. Remarkably, Bennett 
and his crew on the San As¬ 
piring toothfish boat have 
caught two of them. Their 


first, hauled in seven years 
ago, is on display in New 
Zealand’s national muse¬ 
um, Te Papa. 

Bennett said there was so 
much excitement about his 
previous catch, he thought 
he had better save the lat¬ 
est one for research. 

“It was partly alive, it was 


still hanging onto the fish,” 
Bennett recalls. “Just a big 
bulk in the water. They’re 
huge, and the mantle’s all 
filled with water. It’s quite 
an awesome sight.” 

Susan Waugh, a senior 
curator at Te Papa, said 
scientists hope to find out 
more about where the 
creature fits in the food 
chain, how much genetic 
variation there is among 
different squid types, and 
basic facts about how the 
colossal squid lives and 
dies. 

She said scientists plan to 
further assess the condition 
of the squid before deter¬ 
mining whether to preserve 
it for public display. 

Bolstad said it’s possible 
that ancient sightings of 
the species gave rise to 
tales of the kraken, or gi¬ 
ant sea-monster squid. She 
said sperm whales often 
eat colossal squid and ore 
known to play with their 
food, and sailors may have 
mistaken that for epic bat¬ 
tles. “On the other hand, 
we don’t really know what 
the grog rations were like 
at that time at sea, either,” 
she said. “So it may be that 
we’ve got a bit of a fisher¬ 
man’s story going on there, 
too.”a 


Research drones launched into Hurricane Edouard 


JENNIFER KAY 
Associated Press 
MIAMI (AP) — U.S. govern¬ 
ment scientists are launch¬ 
ing winged drones into 
Hurricane Edouard, hoping 
to collect data that could 
help forecasters under¬ 
stand what makes some 
storms strengthen into 
monsters while others fade 
away.This week’s launch¬ 
es mark the first time that 


unmanned aircraft have 
been dispatched from 
“hurricane hunter” planes 
flying through Atlantic trop¬ 
ical storms. 

Scientists with the National 
Oceanic and Atmospher¬ 
ic Administration say the 
3-foot (0.9-meter), 7-pound 
(3.2-kilogram) drones are 
designed to spend hours 
slowly descending through 
storms, particularly in the 
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In this April 29, 2014 file photo, Joe Clone, who studies how storms interact with the ocean at the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Hurricane Research Division in Miami, holds 
a drone he hopes to use this hurricane season for research. 

Associated Press 


lowest parts of a hurricane 
where planes can’t fly. 
NOAA got a few drones 
this year to test during the 


peak of hurricane season, 
thanks to post-Hurricane 
Sandy federal funding. 
Edouard is the first major 


hurricane of the six-month 
Atlantic storm season, but it 
remained no threat to land 
Tuesday.Q 



















This April 25 , 2014 file photo shows singer Rihonno watching 
Game 3 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series between 
the Brooklyn Nets and the Toronto Raptors in New York. 
Associated Press 


CBS: Rlhanna out 
of NFL telecast 


DAVID BAUDER 

AP Television Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — CBS and 

Rihanna are splitting up, 
more tallout from the Ray 
Rice domestic violence 
incident and the turmoil it 
has caused for the NFL. 

The network said Tuesday 
it was permanently editing 
a song featuring Rihanna's 
voice out of its Thursday 
night NFL telecasts — after 
the singer issued a profane 
tweet about it. 

A portion of Jay-Z’s “Run 
This Town” featuring Rihan¬ 
na was cut from last Thurs¬ 
day’s Baltimore Ravens vs. 
Pittsburgh Steelers game 
because CBS was covering 
the controversy over Ra¬ 
vens running back Rice's 
assault of his then-fiancee. 
CBS planned to use the 
song Thursday and for the 
rest of the season, but Ri¬ 
hanna tweeted, “CBS you 
pulled my song last week, 
now you wanna slide it 
back in this Thursday? ... 
Y’all are sad for penalizing 
me for this.” She added an 
expletive. 

CBS issued a statement 
saying that it was “mov¬ 
ing in a different direction” 
with different theme music. 
Meanwhile, Jay-Z’s Roc Na¬ 
tion Company, which man¬ 
ages Rihanna and others, 
said that it had made the 
decision not to grant the 
song’s usage. Roc Nation 
said it felt CBS misled the 
public when it announced 


the song’s use for its tele¬ 
casts, giving the impression 
Rihanna recorded specific 
music for the project. The 
company said it never sow 
or approved the news re¬ 
lease issued by CBS. 

The news release, issued 
Sept. 2, stated: “CBS Sports 
and NFL Network will open 
each game of Thursday 
Night Football in 2014 with 
Jay-Z’s Grammy Award¬ 
winning song “Run This 
Town,” featuring megastor 
Rihanna.” It said the song 
would be paired with a 
narration by Don Cheadle. 
The song was one of a 
handful of elements CBS 
cut out of its inaugural Thurs¬ 
day night football telecast. 
At the time, CBS Sports 
President Sean McManus 
said Rihanna’s own history 
as a victim of domestic vio¬ 
lence was one part of the 
decision but not the over¬ 
riding one. The song was to 
be featured in all six of the 
Thursday night games CBS 
was broadcasting this fall, 
plus eight more on the NFL 
network. 

A spokesperson for Ri¬ 
hanna had no immediate 
comment on the CBS deci¬ 
sion or her client’s tweet. 
The decision means a sig¬ 
nificant loss of weekly ex¬ 
posure for Rihanna’s work: 
more than 10 million peo¬ 
ple watched the opening 
of the telecast last Thurs¬ 
day, according to the 
Nielsen company.□ 
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Leonardo DiCaprio named 
U.N. Messenger of Peace 



In this Dec. 15, 2013 file photo, American actor Leonardo Di¬ 
Caprio poses for a portrait, in New York. 

Associated Press 


EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 

Leonardo DiCaprio’s mov¬ 
ie roles have made him an 
international star, but his 
long and little-known com¬ 
mitment to preserving the 
global environment has 
led to his new role — as a 
U.N. Messenger of Peace. 
Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon announced on 
Tuesday that the 39-year- 
old American actor will join 
11 other prominent world 
figures who advocate on 
behalf of the U.N. as Mes¬ 
sengers of Peace including 
Stevie Wonder, Michael 
Douglas, George Gloo- 
ney, Brazilian author Paulo 
Coelho, primatologist Jane 
Goodall and conductor 
Daniel Barenboim. 

Ban told a news confer¬ 
ence that the Dicaprio “is 
not just one of the world’s 
leading actors” but he has 
“a longstanding commit¬ 
ment to environmental 
causes.” 

He said DiCaprio will fo¬ 
cus his U.N. role on climate 
change issues. 

“His global stardom is the 
perfect match for this glob¬ 
al challenge,” the secre¬ 
tary-general told a news 
conference. 

Ban said DiCaprio’s first act 
as a Messenger of Peace 


will be to address the cli¬ 
mate summit he is holding 
next Tuesday on the side¬ 
lines of the U.N. General 
Assembly’s annual minis¬ 
terial meeting, which 120 
world leaders are expect¬ 
ed to attend. 

Ban said the aim is to pro¬ 
mote commitments to 
curb greenhouse gas emis¬ 
sions and pave the way for 
a global climate agree¬ 
ment in 2015. 

DiCaprio established a 
foundation in 1998 with 
a mission to promote the 
Earth’s last wild places 
and build a more har¬ 
monious relationship be¬ 


tween humanity and the 
natural world. According 
to the U.N., the founda¬ 
tion through grants, media 
projects and public cam¬ 
paigns and appearances 
by DiCaprio, has brought 
attention and funds to 
three areas — protecting 
biodiversity, conservation 
of oceans and forests, and 
climate change. 

DiCaprio said in a state¬ 
ment that he is honored to 
be a Messenger of Peace 
and support the secretary- 
general “in his efforts to 
address one of the most 
important issues we face 
as a global community.”□ 



In this May 14,2014 file photo, TV personality Joan Rivers attends 
A Celebration of Barbara Walters In New York. 

Associated Press 


Seinfeld says 
Rivers was to 
be in series 

NEW YORK (AP) — Jerry 
Seinfeld says that Joan Riv¬ 
ers was to join him for an 
episode of his digital se¬ 
ries, “Comedians in Cars 
Getting Coffee,” until he 
got a call saying she had 
to postpone because she 
was undergoing a medical 
procedure. 

Rivers went into cardiac 
arrest following a throat 

procedure in New York on 
Aug. 28 and died on Sept. 
4. Seinfeld, in a post on his 
show’s Facebook page on 
Monday, said Rivers had 


been thrilled to be includ¬ 
ed. 

He wrote that he wanted 
to show another side of 
Rivers, and to tell her how 


much he admired her ac¬ 
complishments, especially 
later in her career. Seinfeld 
called her one of the greats 
and said, “I’ll miss her. ”□ 
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Women in politics: Gillibrand and Davis memoirs 


BETH J. HARPAZ 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — “Forget¬ 
ting to Be Afraid: A Memoir" 
(Penguin/Blue Rider Press), 
by Wendy Davis, and “Off 
the Sidelines: Raise Your 
Voice, Change the World" 
(Ballantine Books), by Kirst¬ 
en Gillibrand 

Two prominent women in 
politics. New Yorker Kirsten 
Gillibrand, who replaced 
Hillary Clinton in the U.S. 
Senate, and Texas guber¬ 
natorial candidate Wendy 
Davis, who shot to fame in 
pink sneakers with an abor¬ 
tion-rights filibuster, are out 
this month with memoirs. 
“Forgetting to Be Afraid" 
chronicles Davis’ hard¬ 
scrabble journey from teen 
mom in a trailer park to 
Harvard Law School. Gilli- 
brand’s “Off the Sidelines" 
is a “Lean ln”-style exhor¬ 
tation about women in a 
man's world. 

Both books made head¬ 
lines. Davis’ revealed that 
she terminated two preg¬ 
nancies for medical rea¬ 
sons. Gillibrand’s describes 
unnamed male colleagues 
in Washington making in¬ 
appropriate remarks about 
her appearance. 

But readers may find other 
aspects of the books equal¬ 
ly compelling. Working 
moms will nod in recogni¬ 
tion as Gillibrand describes 
raising two little boys, run¬ 
ning from day care to the 
Senate to home, juggling 
sick kids, legislation and 
making dinner. Americans 
who have struggled with 
poverty will relate to Davis’ 


MESFIN FEKADU 

AP Music Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — A CD/ 

DVD featuring Whitney 
Houston’s first public per¬ 
formance — and one of 
her lasf in 2009— will be re¬ 
leased Nov. 10. 

“Whitney Houston Live: Her 
Greatest Performances” 
is the pop singer’s first live 
album. Her mentor, Clive 
Davis, said the album will 
showcase her legacy. 

“(It) shows why she is at the 
absolute historic top rank 
up there with Aretha Frank¬ 
lin and Barbra Streisand as 
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trips to the pawn shop and 
her tears of grafitude over 
a found $20 bill. 

“Forgetting to Be Afraid" is 
fhe more dramatic book. 
Davis’ grandparents were 
itinerant farmers whose 13 
children slept head to foot 
in two beds and subsisted 
on water-and-flour biscuits. 
Her father moved the fam¬ 
ily five times before Davis 
was in third grade, then left 
for good, throwing them 
into poverty. Her mother 
worked nights and week¬ 
ends; Davis took odd jobs 
to help. By 19, she was a 
pregnant college dropout. 
She’s at her visceral best 
describing that raw time: “If 
I had a flat tire, there was 
never an extra twenty dol¬ 
lars to fix it." 

Eventually, Davis takes 
paralegal classes, gets 
her degree, marries a suc¬ 
cessful older man, has a 



In this May 14, 2014 file photo, 
TV personality Joan Rivers at¬ 
tends A Celebration of Barba¬ 
ra Walters in New York. 
Associated Press 
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second child and goes to 
Harvard Law School. She 
commutes between Har¬ 
vard and Texas, juggling 
marriage, child-rearing and 
school. She’s elected to 
the Fort Worth City Coun¬ 
cil and Texas state Senate, 
where her famous filibuster 
took place last year. Linder 
filibuster rules, she couldn’t 
eat, drink or sit; she wore 
a catheter, and for hours 
fold stories from women 
who’d had abortions. But 
she didn’t reveal her own 
experiences ending an 
ectopic pregnancy and a 
pregnancy in which the fe¬ 
tus had a fatal brain abnor¬ 
mality. She feared a “dra¬ 
matically personal confes¬ 
sion ... would overshadow 
the events of the day.” 

As a child, Davis took dic¬ 
tation from a grandparent 
who’d suffered a stroke, 
teaching her “how impor- 


the greatest singers of our 
lifetime,” he said in a re¬ 
cent interview. “It really has 
been a labor of love on my 
parf to go through every 
concert performance, ev¬ 
ery TV appearance.” 
Housfon was found dead in 
a hotel room in Beverly Hills, 
California, in 2012. She was 
48. 

Davis produced the album, 
which includes Houston’s 
1983 performance on “The 
Merv Griffin Show,” where 
she sang “Home” from 
“The Wiz," and a 2009 per¬ 
formance on “The Oprah 


tant it is to speak up for 
those who can’t speak for 
themselves." Whether vot¬ 
ers will let her apply that 
lesson as governor remains 
to be seen. Davis, the Dem¬ 
ocrat, is trailing behind Re¬ 
publican Greg Abbott, but 
she’s narrowed the gap. 
Gillibrand grew up mid¬ 
dle-class in Albany, New 
York. Both parents were 
lawyers; her grandmother 
was a leader in the local 
Democratic machine. Gil¬ 
librand went to Dartmouth, 
then UCLA Law School, 
before joining a New York 
corporate law firm, where 
her long hours earned 
her $200,000 a year. But a 
speech by Hillary Clinton 
made her yearn for a more 
meaningful career. 

What does it take for a 
young lawyer with po¬ 
litical ambitions to get no¬ 
ticed? Forget Gillibrand’s 
chirpy, Oprah-esque ad¬ 
vice (“Wake up thirty min¬ 
utes earlier in the morning 
and go for a walk ... so you 
can face the day from a 
stronger, healthier, hap¬ 
pier place”). Instead, learn 
by example; Gillibrand 
joins boards and political 
groups. She seeks out men¬ 
tors, writes checks, raises 
money and milks moments 
on reception lines, asking 
Hillary Clinton at one event 
how she can help. Clinton 
asks her to host a fundrais¬ 
er; Gillibrand throws “the 
best event" ever. 

Gillibrand tries and fails to 
get hired by federal pros¬ 
ecutors, then tells Andrew 
Cuomo — then U.S. Hous¬ 
ing Secretary — at an¬ 
other event that she can’t 


Winfrey Show.” Some of the 
songs are ones that Hous¬ 
ton performed live, but 
never recorded. 

Davis, chief creative officer 
of Sony Music Enfertain- 
ment, said it was hard go¬ 
ing through videos to select 
the final track listing. Pat 
Houston, Whitney’s sister-in- 
law and head of the sing¬ 
er’s estate, didn’t find the 
process too difficult. 

“It’s such an honor even 
after she’s gone to be able 
to honor her legacy and 
to continue working on her 
music and just making sure 


“break in" to public service. 
Within days, she’s working 
in Washington. She later 
beats a four-term Republi¬ 
can congressman in a GOP 
district and is appointed 
U.S. senator when Hillary 
Clinton becomes secretary 
of state. 

Gillibrand’s accounts of 
comments by men in Wash¬ 
ington have made waves. 
One told her; “Good thing 
you’re working out, be¬ 
cause you wouldn’t want 
to get porky!” Another 
said; “Don’t lose too much 
weight now. I like my girls 
chubby!” She told People 
magazine the men were 
“well into their 60s, 70s or 
80s" and didn’t know their 
comments were “inap¬ 
propriate." Some reporters 
said they didn’t believe her 
stories and demanded she 
name the offenders. But 
her defenders countered 
that if she named names, 
she’d never get support 
from male senators on is¬ 
sues she’s fought for like re¬ 
forming how sexual assaults 
are handled in the military. 
“Off the Sidelines” some¬ 
times feels like a campaign 
commercial, detailing Gilli¬ 
brand’s advocacy for 9/11 
first-responders and other 
issues. 

But working mothers will find 
much to relate to. If you’ve 
ever had a child beg you 
not to go to work; if you’ve 
ever arrived at day care 
15 minutes late; if you’ve 
ever missed work to stay 
home with a sick kid, there 
are passages in Gillibrand’s 
book that will move you to 
tears.Q 

Nov. 10 

the fans all over the world 
have a continued moment 
of her greatness," she said 
in an interview. 

Davis said he found the 
CD/DVD a success when 
he played it for his guesfs at 
a recent dinner party. 

“It just couldn’t have been 
a better entertainment and 
emotional experience be¬ 
cause the bittersweet part 
of it is the greater you see 
she was," he said. “How 
tragic that she went so 
young, so that’s the bitter¬ 
sweet part of if.’’Q 


The book cover image released by Ballantine Books (left) shows 
“Off fhe Sidelines: Raise Your Voice, Change the World,” by Kirst¬ 
en Gillibrand; and the book cover image released by Blue Rider 
Press (right) shows “Forgetting to Be Afraid,” by Wendy Davis. 

Associated Press 


Live Whitney Houston CD/DVD to be released 
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Throw the Bums Out 



MAUREEN DOWD 
© 2014 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - When Roger 
Goodell was growing up here, he 
hod the best possible example 
of moral leadership. His father, a 
moderate New York Republican 
appointed by Gov. Nelson Rocke¬ 
feller to Bobby Kennedy’s Senate 
seat otter the assassination, risked 
his career to come out against 
the Vietnam War. 

“We should not be engaged in a 
land war 10,000 miles away,” he 
wrote to Rockefeller. 

Egged on by Henry Kissinger, Rich¬ 
ard Nixon never blanched at put¬ 
ting his political viability ahead of 
the lives of kids on the battlefield, 
but Charles Goodell would not do 
that. In September 1969, the sen¬ 
ator tried to force the president 
to withdraw all the troops faster 
by introducing a bill, S-3000, with¬ 
holding money. He could hove 
waited until after his election the 
following year, thus garnering 
Nixon’s support, but he was that 
rare creature that seems to hove 
vanished from the Washington 
landscape: a profile in courage. 
His moral stance brought down 
the immoral Furies: Nixon, Agnew 
and Kissinger, who suggested 
Goodell was treasonous. As his 
five sons, including 11-year-old 
Roger, watched in dismay, the 
vengeful Nixon White House 
schemed against Goodell’s re- 
election, and, at 44, his political 
career was kaput. 

The two legacies from his dad, 
Bryan Curtis wrote in Grantland 
last year, could well be “a mea¬ 
sure of his dad’s idealism, his con- 
trarianism, his stubbornness. And I 
bet we’d also find a kind of de¬ 
fense mechanism that develops 
when you see your dad destroyed 
on a public stage. An instinct that 
makes you think, I won’t let that 
happen to me.” 

Now the NFL commissioner, he 
proudly keeps a framed copy of 
the original S-3000 on the wall of 
his office on Park Avenue and told 
The Times’ George Vecsey in 2010 
that it “was a valuable lesson to 
me.” 

But what was the lesson? Goodell 
is acting more like Nixon, the man 
who covered up crimes, than like 
his father, who sacrificed his ca¬ 
reer to save lives. 

As ESPN’s Keith Olbermann nicely 
summed it up, “Mr. Goodell is an 
enabler of men who beat wom¬ 
en,” and he must resign. 

Goodell likes to present himself as 
a law-and-order sheriff bent on 
integrity, whose motto is: “Protect 
the shield.” But that doesn’t seem 
to include protecting the victims 
of violence or American Indians 
who see the Washington team’s 
name as a slur. As with concus¬ 
sions, the league covered up until 


the public forced its hand. 

The commissioner, who has been 
a sanctimonious judge for eight 
years, suddenly got lenient. His 
claim that it was “ambiguous 
about what actually happened” 
in the Atlantic City casino eleva¬ 
tor between Ray Rice and his 
then-fiancee, Janay Palmer, dur¬ 
ing the Valentine’s Day massacre 
was risible to start with. What did 
he think happened? The man 
was dragging out an unconscious 
woman like a sack of mulch. 
Goodell’s credibility took another 
hit on Thursday, when Don Van 
Natta Jr. wrote on ESPN.com that 
four sources close to Rice had 
said that the player had admit¬ 
ted to the commissioner during a 
disciplinary meeting in his office 
on June 16 that he had hit his girl¬ 
friend in the face and knocked 
her out. This makes sense since 
Goodell is known for being intol¬ 
erant of lies, and since Rice prob¬ 
ably assumed the commissioner 
had seen the video. Yet Goodell 
only suspended him for two 
games, two less than if he’d been 
caught taking Adderall. 

It has been suggested that the 
NFL give players purple gear 
(oddly the color of Rice’s Ra¬ 
vens team) next month in honor 
of Domestic Violence Aware¬ 
ness Month. But they may as well 
just wear green. The Wall Street 
Journal reported that the greed 
league even asked entertainers 
to pay for the privilege of playing 
the Super Bowl halftime show. 
Goodell was hired by the own¬ 
ers to be a grow-the-pie guy, 
which means shielding the 
throw-the-punch guy. Since he 
became commissioner in 2006, 
the league’s 32 gridiron fiefdoms 
have increased in value by $10.9 
billion, according to Forbes. He 
wants to bring in $25 billion an¬ 
nually by 2027. Goodell himself is 
making more than $44 million. 
Owners shrug off moral turpitude 
because when they pay a lot of 
money for a player, they don’t 
want him sitting out games, even 
if he’s been accused of a crime, 
because every game they lose 
means less merchandise and 
fewer ticket sales. So, as the NFL 
continues its perp walk - on Friday, 
one of its best running backs, the 
Minnesota Vikings star Adrian Pe¬ 
terson, was indicted on charges 
of abusing his 4-year-old son in 
Texas - Goodell looks the other 
way. 

They think they can get away with 
anything now, even with women 
being almost 50 percent of their 
fan base. And maybe they can. 
Twenty million people tuned in to 
watch the Ravens play Thursday 
night - even without the irony of 
prerecorded Rihanna’s perfor¬ 
mance kicking things off - and the 
papers were filled with sickening 
pictures of women proudly wear¬ 
ing Rice’s No. 27 jersey. 

The last sports commissioner who 
didn’t kowtow to owners may 
have been Kenesaw Mountain 
Landis, who banned Shoeless 
Joe and the Black Sox players 
from baseball for life even though 
they were acquitted in 1921 and 
went out with the jury to eat to 
celebrate. “Regardless of the ver¬ 
dict of juries,” Landis said, “base¬ 
ball is competent to protect itself 
against crooks, both inside and 
outside the game.” 

If only.Q 







Candidates Playing Possum 
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Election season! Tension mounts! 
Longtime public servants are 
aware that the least little slip 
and they could be out the door. 
Forced, like ousted House Major¬ 
ity Leader Eric Cantor, to labor in 
the sweatshops of the investment 
banking industry. 

With $1.4 million in signing bonus¬ 
es. Do you think that’s why he quit 
the House early, people? I totally 
believed he just wanted to give 
his successor a head start. 

I digress. We’re talking today 
about democracy. And de¬ 
bates. Candidates should all 
feel obliged to debate their op¬ 
ponents. It’s a sign of respect to 
the public. Even for incumbents 
who are so safe that they could 
get caught having an assignation 
with an armadillo and still get 60 
percent of the vote. 

Our fixation on debates goes 
back to that Illinois Senate race 
when Abraham Lincoln faced 
off seven times against Stephen 
Douglas. Their battles were so 
electric that Lincoln published 
transcripts in a book, which his 
fans scooped up eagerly. Vot¬ 
ers today may wonder why their 
Senate debates can’t be like Lin- 
coln-Douglas. Senate candidates 
today may wonder why their au¬ 
diences can’t be like the ones in 
1858, when people sat enthralled 
while one man spoke for 60 min¬ 
utes, followed by a 90-minute re¬ 


sponse and then a final 30-minute 
comeback. 

This year, control of the Senate 
hinges on the outcome of a hand¬ 
ful of states. Almost all of them are 
going to involve debates, and I 
can pretty much guarantee none 
of them will later be published as 
best-selling books. 

Several have already degener¬ 
ated into debates about the 
debates. Former Minnesota Sen. 
Norm Coleman, a Republican, 
said his successor. Democrat Al 
Franken, gave the state a “big 
middle corn dog” when Franken 
declined the traditional debate 
at the Minnesota State Fair. That 
state fair can be a pretty rowdy 
venue. I know you think all Min¬ 
nesotans are calm and well- 
behaved, but really, give them 
enough deep-fried foods and 
they can get carried away. 
Franken, who did spend seven 
days campaigning at the fair, 
posing for selfies and eating what 
his campaign spokesperson said 
was a large quantity of roasted 
Minnesota sweet corn, has done 
one debate and is scheduled for 
three more, so I don’t think he can 
be accused of dissing his constitu¬ 
ents. 

However, it’s sort of sad when the 
old political traditions fall by the 
wayside. This year in Florida, the 
gubernatorial candidates failed 
to show up for the annual Wausau 
Possum Festival, which is usually a 
must-show event. Perhaps Gov. 
Rick Scott and Democrat Charlie 
Crist don’t like possums. Maybe 
they were averse to the custom of 
politicians walking onstage and 
dangling the animals by their tails. 
Really, it’s the kind of thing that 
can come back to bite you. 

We have mixed feelings about the 
possums. However, we do want 
debates. Even if we are planning 
to totally ignore them, we want 
our candidates out there. 

And, in most of the major races, 
they’re ready to go. Although in 
Michigan, the Republican Senate 
candidate, Terri Lynn Land, is pur¬ 
suing a kind of stealth strategy, in 
which she seems to become less 
and less visible as the campaign 


goes on. Her opponent. Rep. 
Gary Peters, appeared on the 
date of a previously scheduled 
debate this week, sharing the 
stage with an empty chair before 
an enthusiastic crowd of more 
than 30 people. 

“This is not the ideal format,” he 
understated. 

The empty chair is the traditional 
prop in these circumstances. 
However in Alabama, where 
Gov. Robert Bentley is resisting 
debates. Democrat Parker Griffith 
has been toting around an inflat¬ 
able duck. I have fond memories 
of a New York City mayoral can¬ 
didate waving a rubber chicken 
that was supposed to be the ab¬ 
sent Rudy Giuliani. 

Giuliani’s defense was that he 
didn’t want to appear in de¬ 
bates that included distracting 
third-party candidates. This is a 
longstanding argument. Do you 
want to watch the Democrat and 
Republican go head-to-head? Or 
do you want to be inclusive? And, 
if so, how far are you prepared to 
go? Right now in North Carolina, 
the Senate hopefuls include a for¬ 
mer town councilman who is best 
known for having submitted his 
resignation letter in Klingon. 

“I’ve been in many debates that 
I think were a disservice to de¬ 
mocracy,” Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
of New York said during this year’s 
gubernatorial primary. 

He was perhaps referring to his 
run for governor in 2010, when he 
wound up on stage with six other 
candidates, including a woman 
whose claim to fame was running 
a prostitution ring and the nomi¬ 
nee of the Rent Is Too Damn High 
Party. 

There are some problems with 
Cuomo’s analysis, only one of 
which is that he was using it as 
an excuse to avoid any debates 
whatsoever during the primary 
this year. While the thing with the 
madam and the rent guy was 
pretty weird, that was possibly the 
most memorable gubernatorial 
debate in state history. 

And, of course, we appreciated 
that everybody had the decency 
to show up.Q 
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Surfer's Travels Accompanied by Whales, Wipeouts 


STEPHANIE GILMORE 
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When I was 17 '/ears old, I 
started entering Associa¬ 
tion of Surfing Profession¬ 
als events as a wild-card 
competitor. To say flying 
was a grind would be an 
understatement. You basi¬ 
cally wind up going across 
the globe to surf in hopes 
that you're good enough 
to qualify for an event. To 
be honest, I never wanted 
to look at a boarding pass 
again. 

By the time I was 19, I won 
my first world title. So far, I 
have won five world titles 
on the ASP Women’s World 
Championship Tour, and 
now flying is second na¬ 
ture. My business trips are 
for competitions, promo¬ 
tions or some type of event 
for Roxy, a clothing com¬ 
pany, which is my sponsor. 
Basically, when I’m not in 
the water. I’m on a plane. 
To complain about flying 
would just be wrong. My 
business trips involve doing 


something that many peo¬ 
ple only dream about, and 
I have seen more places in 
the world than most peo¬ 
ple will see in their lifetimes. 
I’m a good flier and was 
only a little scared once 
when I was traveling with 
six other female surfers and 
a couple of photographers 
to find a remote wave in In¬ 
donesia. 

The biggest hassle is travel¬ 
ing with surfboards. I usually 
bring four to six surfboards 
with me when I go to 
events. Almost every airline 
seems to have an issue with 
surfboards, and the excess 
baggage bill is always quite 
large. Sometimes, no mat¬ 
ter what class you’re flying, 
an airline may charge you 
per board, even though 
you might have a few in 
one bag. Boards actually 
don’t weigh that much, 
and my board bag will usu¬ 
ally be lighter than my suit¬ 
case with clothes and oth¬ 
er items. Imagine if you’re 
a golfer and were charged 


per club. 

I think it was the Dalai Lama 
who said that old friends 
pass away, and new 
friends appear, and old 
days pass, and new days 
arrive, and the important 
thing is, make everything 
meaningful. I always try to 
think about that when I’m 
on a plane, and someone 
sits next to me. I think it’s 
important to talk to peo¬ 
ple because you'll never 
know what you’ll learn, but 
sometimes I’m so tired, I just 
sleep. 

When I do talk to seat- 
mates, it’s clear that almost 
everyone is curious about 
surfing. They may have 
tried it or want to try it, and 
everyone has a lot of ques¬ 
tions, especially about the 
lifestyle. Surfers are a tight- 
knit group. We all know 
each other, and we share 
a love of the ocean. Even 
when we’re not compet¬ 
ing and get a chance to 
go on holiday, most of us 
wind up right back at the 


beach. 

A few people have want¬ 
ed to know what it’s like 
to have a wipeout. It’s not 
fun. I always say just imag¬ 
ine being thrown in a wash¬ 
ing machine, and you’ll 
get an idea of a wipeout. 
Once you’ve experienced 
a wipeout, airplane turbu¬ 
lence won’t bother you. 
People also want to know 
if I’m worried about sharks. 
Yes, I am, but it’s not stop¬ 
ping me. 

Recently in California, a res¬ 
cue boat came out to let us 
know a whale was coming 
at us. At first I thought they 
were going to tell us a shark 
was checking us out, and I 
got a real sick feeling. But it 
was a whale, and it was just 
swimming between us and 
the shore. It actually came 
to the surface and exhaled 
through its blowhole, which 
was just amazing. 

I have had dolphins surf 
with me, and it’s the cool¬ 
est thing because I’m pret¬ 
ty sure they are challeng¬ 


ing me. Trust me, if it really 
was a competition, they’d 
always win. 

Q: How often do you fly for 
business? 

A: Generally about five 
times a month - or more. 

Q: What’s your least favor¬ 
ite airport? 

A: Los Angeles Internation¬ 
al. It’s just always a mess, 
and it’s always so difficult 
to get to your terminal. 

Q: Of all the places you’ve 
been, what’s the best? 

A; Since I’m a professional 
gypsy, I love every place I 
go. But Australia, my home, 
is very special to me. I love 
the people, the food, the 
water. There isn’t much not 
to like about Australia. 

Q: What’s your secret air¬ 
port vice? 

A: I buy celebrity gossip 
magazines. I can get them 
on my phone, but there’s 
really a guilty pleasure in 
buying the paper version. 
And I probably will have a 
bloody mary while I’m read¬ 
ing those magazines.Q 



Top professional surfer Sfephanie Gilmore rides fhe waves in Mexico. As a surfer, Gilmore flies offen and says fhe biggesf hassle is dealing wifh fhe four fo six 
surfboards she fakes fo evenfs, offen making for very large excess baggage bill, even fhough fhey weigh less fhan her suifcase. 

(Morgan Maassen via The New York Times) 

















